Comic Bands — Kazoo, Zobo & Bigophone

Gavin Holman — April 2026 (379 edition)

Introduction

Some years ago I was sent a picture of Professor Mugger-Swaggers Band from Batley.
Though not a true brass band, it was interesting as an example of the “comic” bands
which were active in the 1890s and 1900s, formed to entertain the public and raise
money for charity.
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Profssor Mugger-Swaggers Band

These bands were sometimes created ad hoc for galas and festivals, and occasionally had
a more long-term existence. Usually they consisted of kazoo-like instruments and
drums, interspersed with home-made and “real” brass or woodwind instruments.

Zobo instruments, based on kazoo principles, were invented and developed in the USA
in the early 1890s, rapidly becoming a new craze for a while — largely due to the ease of
“playing” and relative low cost of the instruments. The instruments also spread across to
the UK soon thereafter.
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In the West Riding of Yorkshire these bands were known as Tommy Talker bands and
had interesting names such as Nanny Goat Lancers, Underground Artillery Jazz Band,
Royal Tramps, King Tut’s Lancers, Dr Hall’s Rough and Ready Band, Paddock Silver
Piggin Band, Keighley Wiffum Waffum Wuffum Band, and Morley Parrock Nook
Anthem Band. The latter band was formed in 1900, its leader being Billy Commons, who
dressed as a dancing donkey. These bands were active on and off until WW2 — a later
example being the Edge Arpers of Thornhill Edge, Dewsbury, so-called because they
were local Air Raid Precautions (ARP) workers.

“Ordinary” bands were also involved in the comedy ZOBOS.
business from time to time. For certain events they m 74 - “
would dress up (or down, in tramp clothes),
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sometimes blacking their faces, appearing as clowns, f

or adopting women’s clothing. The usual brass ,:‘I ‘}-—1 Hlh=l)
instruments were used in the performances, but /[ | _ e il
these were occasionally augmented or replaced by
zobo/kazoo equivalents.

This type of comic band was also to be found in the
USA, with the added component of “real” clown and
comic bands from the various sideshows and circuses
that toured the country in the late 19th century and
the first half of the 20t century.

A variant of the kazoo-type instruments, was developed from 1881, by a French toy
maker, Romain Bigot. Called bigotophones or, more usually, bigophones, they started
at the mouthpiece with some kind of kazoo, which was attached to a horn section made
of papier maché or zinc. A bigophone had no finger holes and was an instrument for
carnival music - noisy, cheap and easy to manufacture. These instruments were quickly
adopted by the French and many bigophone bands and societies were formed in the late
19th and early 20t centuries, often being much less ephemeral than their English or
American kazoo, zobo and comic band counterparts. There were even bigophone
contests.

From the 1920s, particularly in the UK, many were reformed as jazz bands’ or ‘carnival
bands’ following the growth of jazz music. Adult and children’s bands were formed and
competitions were held, with the height of this phase being towards the end of the
1920s. They were revived after WW2, but dwindled after the 1970s — but some 50 such
bands are still active today.

Pictures of a number of examples of those earlier bands are shown below, starting with
British bands, followed by those from the USA and other countries. Sadly, in many
cases, it is not possible to identify the bands, the locations or the events, but it is clear
that both the public and the players enjoyed their performances and appearance.
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Further information

The Rise of the Zobo Instruments

http://www.kwintetgoedkoper.nl/Zobo.htm

The Tommy Talker Bands of the West Riding

https://www.mustrad.org.uk/articles/t_talker.htm

Zobo and Songophone

https://brasspedia.com/index.php?title=Zobo_and_Songophone

Association of American Kazoologists

http://kazoologist.org
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British bands

Abercynon comic band during the miner's strike of 1921
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Ancient Order of Bacon Eaters Band, Clitheroe
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Balby Bridge Novelty Band, Doncaster
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Bell’s Savoy Orphans Band, Ferndale, 1926
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Bessies o’ th Byre Band — Mzckleton 1915
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Birstall Smithies, 1908
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Blackburn Comic Prize Band
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BOLTON ROAD WORKING l.%'NS PRIZE JAZZ BAND, CROSS STREET. DARWEN.

Bolton Road Jazz Band, Darwen
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Bowlers Batchy Brass Band, 1917
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Bucksee Prize Band, Newcastle, 1917

13



British bands

BURNLEY CONCERT ARTISTES' CLUB PRIZE JAZZ BAND,

Burnley Concert Artistes Club Prize Jazz Band
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Cadlshead Operatlc Przze Band
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Carlton Club Jaéz Baﬁd Brlerﬁeld near Burnley
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Chelmsford Poor Law Institution House Officers Jazz Band, 1920

Chorley Band
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Coronation Ladies Zobo Band, 1910
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f)b Da band, Uphziland, 1929 '
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Duke’s Wonderful Wiffy Wuffy Band, Hinchliffe Mill
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Ellastone Auxiliary Military Prize Band, Staffordshire
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Ferndale Casey Boys Prize Band 1919
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~ Golden alléy Chuféh Band, iple, Der yéhlré, 1 904 '
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Grate R. Wod Prize and, Gret Harwood
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Hardacres Granny Bears Band

Lancashire
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mic Band, 1905
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Marp\s Bridos

Hayfield Jazz Band, 1928
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HAZELDENE PRIZE JAZZBAND - HASLINGDEN .
Back LtoR' J. Dowd, J Cookson, Sammy Ellison, Unknown, A Nuftall, T Grenahan, Unknown, &, Navin
Front LtoR: Unknown, Paddy Horan, E Horlock, J Marsden, G Heys, Gypsy James (Big Drum), Frank Paton, Unknown, Billy Ellison, Jimmy Do/

'\Sitting Joe Nuttall. Amold Heys
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Hospital Saturday Carnival Band, Chipping Norton, 1911
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Hesketh Bank Jazz Band, 1919
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Horbury Mounted on Foot Comic Band
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Horwich St. John's Jazz Band
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I nné of Court OTC Band, London; 1917

acks's Paynefull Band Chippig Norton, 1930
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The Wiffum Waffum Wuffum Band was formed in 1902 and disbanded in 1907. Their
uniform was old painted clothes or sugar bags, and were led by Joe Murgatroyd on his
Hobby Horse. Their instruments were made from tin cans soldered into shape, and two
of their favourite tunes were Souza's March & The Death of Nelson.
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Knuts Prize Band, Haltwhistl
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Lindley Jiggerum Juggerum Band, 1913
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March Town Silver Band in fancy dress
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Merton Road Jazz Band, Bootle, i92o
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The Milburn Toffs, North Shields — this band was formed for the Tynemouth Carnival of 1926

and survived at least until 1930. Similar “submarine” bands, as they were often referred to, in

the area were — The Dixie Coons, The Rudolph Valentinos, The Tin Can Fusiliers, The Bobbed
Hair Kids, The Harold Lloyds, and The Colleens

Minnedoza Jazz Band, Yorkshire
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Parrock Nook Anthem Prize Band

oley
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Morley Parrock Nook Anthem Prize Band, 1909
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Mossley Destructlon Prize Band 1906
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Mothé Beetle band - Chaj)el en le Frith Gala
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Nashbow's Charity Comic Band, Mexboro, 1921
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Nuts Select Band, Liverpool
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old Dyke Cast Iron Band, Sutton in Craven, 1953
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Old Horse Party Band, Barnsley, 1906
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) Pomet Comic Prize Band
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ainbow Ladies’ Jazz Ban
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Ribchester WMC Jazz Band, 1964
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R.M.S. Tunisian Rag Band
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Roohey 's Charity Band, Wincobank, Sheffield
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* Rose and Thistle Club Band, Brnley, 1925

Rufford Ladies' Jazz Band, 193 |
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St Anne's Spider Ban

St Neots R}lg Band
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Savile Town Working Me 's Club Comic Prize Ban, Desry, 1930

Scarlet Mimic Band
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Star Novelty Band, Widnes
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Sutton Manor Brlsh Leglon Jazz Band 1926
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Tommy Troll Band
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Trafford Park Ragtime Band
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Tregony Silent Band - tey can't play a te, they ju go through the motions of ayingwile
a gramophone record churns out their only tune "Colonel Bogey" - conductor uses a stick of
rhubarb

L

Ulverston Volunteers, 1907
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Westbury Ragtime Band, Wiltshire, 1911
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Waj_‘f an Fuﬁ Band on those Golden Sllppers Honley, Yorkshlre
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Wiﬁ‘an Waffen ’I.Bad, Barnoldswick
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York Road Baptist Kitchen Band, Lees, 1911

Unknown band
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Unknown band -

Unknown band
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Unknown bnd, Lachire
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Unknown band, Lancasﬁire
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Unknown ladies’ band
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Unknown ladies’ band, Lancashire
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Unknown band, Ventnbr, 1919

Unknown band, Wales
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Unknown band, Rugby
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Unknown band, England, 1950’s
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Bad collecting for the Quen Victoria Memorial Home, Dunblane
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Unknown kazoo band, Lancashire
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Unknown comic band off stag
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Ladies Z(A)b>0 band, Gi;'lington, i?radford -
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Bands from the U.S.A.

Bands from the U.S.A.
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?Anderson Cncert Band, Michigan
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Bellows Falls Brass Band, Vermont, i8§2 ;
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Boscobel Dutch Band, Wisconsin

Colonel Punkin Brass Band, Clyde, llinis, 1907
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‘ Eloe Cornet Ban
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First Zobo Band of New York, 1897
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Fitzenheimer Nya Band, Phildelphia, Pennsylvania, 1909
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Happy Hooligan Bd, age Towa
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H. T Cushman Manufacturlng Company Mllltary Band North Bennmgton VT, 1912
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KCO Ladies’ zobo band

LA Sousa Clown Bad, Luna Park, Seattle, WA, 1909

82



Bands from the U.S.A.

S S e

= & oyl

Marion Rube Band, Michigan, 1913
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Matiapoisett Hobo Band, Massachusetts
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‘N'utt Club Band, 1911
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Bands from the U.S.A.

PATERSON

rJ

You can heepme s talented Carnet performer in five minutes. No
knowledze of musie required. Wonderful as the phonograph—in-
genious as the self-playing piane. Already hundreds of Bandz have
equipped themselvea with the self-playing Brass Band Instruments.
Churches are organizing Bands and raising money to pay of their
debtz.  Wm. F. Miller, leader of the above band says ¢ Instru-
ments first-elass,  Juat what we needed. Have 14-picce Band. In-
tend to enlarge it.  Have had one concert.  Was n great sucecess.”

SPECIAL OFFER 25c.

To univerwlize this Wonderful Invention we will send a sample
of our Self-Playing Cornetto prepaid for 25e. with our illustrated
catalorme. Trade-mark  Zoha'™ on every Instrument.

STRAUSS MFG. C0O.
142-146 W. 14th St., Dept. 14, New York

Paterson Church Zobo Band, New Jersey
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Rube Band, Ravenna, NE, 1923
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in drag, 1908
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Watertown’s Famous Band, WI
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Wheelman's Zobo Band, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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RACTERISTIC FEATURE

Wildwood Scrap Iron Band, NJ

6172 A GROTESQUE BUT CHA OF WILDWOOD, N. J.
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Wildwood Scra ron Baél, NJ
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* Yreka Brass Band, CA,
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Bands from the U.S.A.

Unknown comic band

=
I~
S
0
2
g
=)
Q
I~
3
=]
4
=
S

93



Bands from the U.S.A.

e

e\

Unknown band, Kansas, 1910
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Unknown band, Fowler, Indiana
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Unknown Hobo band, 1910
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Unknown ladies’ band, Sandpoint, Idaho
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Unknown ladies’ ‘tennis’ band
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Unknown US military band — with graffiti addéd
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Bands from the U.S.A.
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" Unknown band,eu‘)'York State
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Unknown band Shelburne Falls Massachustts 1909
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Unknown band

d, Washington state

Unkow ban
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Unknown band

Unknown band
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Unknown band
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KAZ00.BAND ST PAULS C ARN VAL AN \S|]

Kazoo bnd, St Paul’s Carnival, 1911
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Unknown children with zobo instrumets

Unknown band
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Unknown comic band
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Unknown Rube band, 1911

Unknown comic band
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Unknou}nvcloiun band

Unknown comic band
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Unknown band, Ashley, Michigan

You can play it with-
out being taught.

Size
6y x4

inches. =

A Whole Band for 50 Gents

imaginable, and to perform all Kinds of musical
tricks.

SING BY IT! DANCE BY IT!
MARCH BY IT!

Sent post-paid on receipt of 50 conts. Satisfac-
tion guarantecd or money cheerfully refunded.
ustrated entalogue of Amusing Home Enter-
taimments sent free,

STRAUSS MFG. CO.,

142 W. 14th Street, Department 13, New York,
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Great Meccana Band, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada R
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Unknown band, Exete, tario, Cana, 1928
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Ledﬁc Kazoo Band, Alberta
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~ Unknown bcihd, 1926
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SS Kronprinzessin Cecilie, 1913
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New Zealand
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Newmarket Railway Kazoo Band
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Kaisers Band, Queensland, 1915
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Unknown baﬁd, Darwi’n o

Unknown band, Melbourne
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Unknown bnnd o

- Unknown bdnd, é.1'87‘5-
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France

ophones ~ Sociéte anti-meurasthénique
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'ALFORTYILLE — Les Joyeux b

et anti-scorbutique.

Les Joyeux bigophonés, Alfortuille

Société Antincurasthenique, font les Baptémes et Jes Mariages Civils

LES JOYFUX BIGOTPHONES D'ALFORVILLE J
A S

Les Joyeux bigophones, Alfortuille
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Vi'é d’Amboise

Les Souffle a

“Les Bigophones Astériens”

Les Bigophones Astériens
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Les Bigotahones de « La Lyre Joyeuse d’Avoine » (I.-et-L.) CLICAE RAPID PHOTO CHINON

Les Bigotphones de “La Lyre Joyeuse d’Avoine”, Indre-et-Loire
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BALLAN (I.-zt-L.) — En Touraine avec le bon vin que nous buvo
Notre ceur est trés gai en jouant d nos mirlitons.

Band, Ballan, Indre-et-Loire
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LES BIGOPHONES DU GASSOUILLE -
Les Bigophones du Gassouille, Barbezieux

Société de bigophones les gais lurons des corons, Bauvin
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Bigophones de Beauvais

— Amis des Arts - Fanfare B

tphonique de 12 Commune libre des Chaprais

180,

BESANCON

Besancon

2

Fanfare Bigotphonique de la Commune libre des Chaprais
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BESANCON — Commune Libre des CHAPRAIS — Fanfare Bigotphonique
Fanfare Bigotphonique de la Commune libre des Chaprais, Besancon
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Les Bigophones Rabelaisiens
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Société
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BOISSY-ST.-LEGER (S.-2t.0.) — Féies des Flenrs

(Les Digophones) Commune Libre du Bois-Clary

Fétes des Fleurs (Les Bigophones), Boissy St. Leger
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La Société des Bigophones, Bruere-Allichamps
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BRUYERES le-CHATEL — Les Bigophones
Les Bigophones, Bruyeres le Chatel

LES BIGOPHONEUXN DE LA BUTIE

Les Bigophoneuz de la Butte
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Société des Bigophones
"LES AMIS DE LA GAIETE"
CALONNE-LIEVIN (P.DEC)

L. Léger Photo. Charly .20,

362-5. - CHARLY-surMARNE (Aisne;.
Société des Joyeux Bigophones “Les Maboules du Pont”, Charly-sur-Marne
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Amicale Bigotphonique Chartraine

Société des Bigohoneux hatelleraundais

Société des Bigophoneux Chatellauais
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Le Joyeux Bigotphone Saint-Jacquais. - Cosgnac
Le Joyeux Bigotphone Saint-Jacquais, Cognac

-

Dieppe. — Amicale MICHELET. — Fanfare des Bigophones.
Amicale Michelet — Fanfare des Bigophones, Dieppe
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Société des Bigophones — Les Troubadours du Nouveau Domont

(Seine)

rancy

Les Sans Soucis de Drancy
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Fanfare de Chars

Les Bigophones du “Bout-d’'Lat” Fouquiéres-les-Lens

Les Bigophones de “Bout-d’Lat” Fouquieres-les-Lens
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té des Bigotphones * LES SANS SOUGCI”"
de GAILLON-AUBEVOYE
Société des Bigophones “Les Sans Souci” de Gaillon-Aubevoye

"~ Socié

Au Vieux Moulinneuf. - LA GUERCHE

Socié¢té de Bigophones
Les Cogs Guerchois toujours en haleine

Société des Bigophones “Les Coqs Guerchois toujours en halcine”, La Guerche
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ILE-BQGCHARD. - Leg Sans-Souoi et lengs Bigophoogs

Les Sans Souci et leurs Bigophones; Ile-Bouchard

Société des Bigophones du Mans
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MARTIZAY - Les Bigotphones R. D
Fanfare de Bigotphones de Martizay
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MILLY. (S.&0.) Concours de Bigotphones
) Place du Marche

rwa‘

Concours de Bigotphnes, Place du Marché, Milly

1 {Cote-d'Oy

1. 4. Daloz, phot.; Monthard

La Fanfare des Balagnafs, Montbard, 1912
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Les Bigotphonistes de MNMONTFEFIXRMITIL

Les Bigotphonistes de Montfermeil
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Les Gamarades Bigotphoneux de MONTIERNEUF - POITIERS

thesu. nhinta  Panleea

Les Camarades Bigotphoneux de Montierneuf, Poitiers
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Les Joyeux Bigophonistes - NEUVY-GRANDCHAMP
Les Joyeux Bigotphonistes, Neuvy-Grandchamp

- -~
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Joyeux Bigophones Saintongeais — Heconstitution d'une Noce Saintongesise 1820

retes de Nice, Avril 1931

Joyeux Bigophones Saintongeais, Nice, 1931

-1
Bigotphone competition, Paris, 1937
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L’ECHO de La BOISSIERE Bigophones de Périgueux)
L’Echo de la Boissiere — Bigophones de Périgueux
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Photo Roussillon

BIGOTPHONES ROCHEFORTAIS
ROCHEFORT-sur-MER — Siége Social, Boulevard dacob, N 1

Bigotphones Rochefortais, Rochefort-sur-Mer
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Les Bitons de Chant'grole — ROUILLAC (Charenle)

Les Bitons de Chant'grole, Rouillac
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Les Bigotphones du
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Joyeux Bigotphones Saintongeais — SAINTES
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Joyeux Bigotphones Saintonge
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Les Bigophoneux Sauseens
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62, SAINT-CLAUDE, Les Soufflac.,, et I'Harmaonie des Fausses-Noles (1903)

Tourisme, Haut- Jura.

Les Soufflac et 'Harmonie des Fausses-Notes, Saint-Claude, 1903

* Société Bigotphonique des Bords de la Creuse “La Pepie”
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" Photo Nevou, Tours — Tl 11.84 “Dgeie S

AMICALE de JOUE-les-TOURS — Groupe Bigophonique R

Amicale de Joué-les-Tours

Les Joyeux Bigotphoneux, Tours, 1935
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Fanfare des Bigotphones, Paris, 1922
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Les picheurs de coups
de soleil.

Los Gugulex do bois do Ménilbuche.

Les Gueles de bois de Ménilbuche

LOUSY, DOMGNDI & FOLIRS
COMMISSION En Velours, Satin, Fantaisie & Dentelle EXPORTATION I
- "

e i,

CREATION NOUVELLE CHAQUR AVNER -

BIGOTPHONES

Instruments Comiques de Musique en Carton, s'accordant avee fous les
Instruments, pour Cavalcades, Bals, Nocas, Fétes Publiques, ele,

. GRAND, Suce pe TRANCHE |

PARIS, 54, Rue du Faubourg St-Denis, 54, PARIS

 “Bodun e e Jgndan,
French Bigotphone manufacturer
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Advertisement for Bigot’s instruments

BIOOTPHMONES, potits moddles assortis trés brnnnié (N se dlmﬁgm pas
Bérlen -1 Sérien' 2 #

Prix do 1a doas., @ moddles sasortis, 3 Ir. 35 ; In grosse, 31 fr. §9. Prix do In dowz., & moddas assortle, $ fr, M ; ls growwe, (B i1,
Saucissan

Toas
cos prix
#'oxtendent

A la ghice

Embouelozes roseau poar bigotphionod, lu dovzaing, 0 fr, 80,
Pour gros instruments et instruments en zino, volr Tarif 2énéral
Versions of Bigotphones
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Créde par
M™¢ NANCY 21 2arisien

7 : T auy-
Mensonnege Coniqte /& BOVLBARD, niasaes
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2 Musique de

Caston HETMA -< L LUST

- .

A LA CHANSON POPULAIRE Paris F.BIBOT, Editeur, 157, rue du Temple

Teus drevls dAudbon, & Bepradiciion, de Traduction réserves
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65, RUR DU PAUROURG SAINT-DRNIS, PARDS sl

I.Es BIBUTPHG'ES Instrumeants pouvanl &re jousd par toul
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FANFARE POUR TOUS Betwa n° |
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