Rothesay Brass Band 1 entertaining the excursionists
fresh off the paddle  -steamers on the Isle of Bute

Gavin Holman, 24 February 2021

Rothesay is the main town on the Isle of Bute.
It was a burgh of barony from an early » k-
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period, and it became aRoyal Burgh in 1400
by a charter from Robert Il of Scotland. In
the mid-1 80006 s It devel opg#gs
resort, with all the features and facilities

expected of such places. Sitting on an
attractive bay, it quickly became popular with

visitors from Glasgow and around, which
having made the rail journey to Wemyss Bay,
took one of the paddle-steamers across to
Bute for their excursions to Rothesay, or
perhaps they went "doon the watter" [the
Clyde] with ships that went direct from

Glasgow.

Rothesay was also the location of one of Scotland's many hydropathic establishments
during the 19t century boom years of the Hydropathy movement. The town also,
later, had an electric tramway - the Rothesay and Ettrick Bay Light Railway - which
stretched across the island to one of its largest beaches.

As the town developed its tourist trade,
the need for musical entertainment
became clear, and a series of professioal
bands were engaged to supply this to the
visitors in the summer months. In 1873 a

bandstand was erected on the Esplanade
(which would stand for nearly 40 years

until being replaced in 191) and bands
would perform there on afternoons and
. evenings. The bandstand was gifted by
- Thomas Russell, who owned the large
Saracen lron Foundry in Glasgow, and
@ who was born in Rothesay. He was also
. responsible for having the Front cleared
and the Esplanade built.

Aside from the professional bands, the first local brass band was that of the 1st
Buteshire Rifle Volunteers. The Rothesay Rifle Volunteers Band was active from 1872
to 1874, but does not seem to have pl a
regarded mainly, and properly, as an adjunct to the volunteer corps.

In May 1875, the Training Ship Cumberland Brass Band, which was based at
Helensburgh, opposite Greenock on the Clyde, visited Rothesay and inaugurated the
concert season on the bandstand with their performance, conducted by Howard H.



Smith - who was still at their helm until 1889, when the ship was replaced by H.M.S.
Empress.

Rothesay Brass Bandwas founded in September 1875. At its formation, the secretary
was John McAlpine, 43 Montague Street, and the band trainer was Mr Buckle 7 who
was responsible for bringing the professional bands to the island. Its first c onductor
was R.S. Farquharson (he was one of the few survivors of the famous charge at
Balaclava). There followed G.W. Dearlove in 1878, E. McTavish in 1880, George B.
Laidlaw in 1882, James Orr McNab in 1883, and George B. Laidlaw again, in 1887.
Edward McNab was secretary in 1883.John McNab played trombone in 1887.

Sadly, no pictures of this Rothesay Brass Band have been found.

A successor band, the Royal Rothesay Silver Band, was formed in the 19287 more
about this, later.

Saturday 2 October 1875

Royal Burgh of Rothesay Brass Band The above Band consisting of about Twenty-six
Instruments, is in course of formation. Any young men, having taste for Music,
desirous of joining, will please leave their names with Mr Edward McTavish,
Montague Street; Sergt-Major Geo. Madden, 72 Montague Street; or with the
Secretary, J. McAlpine, Montague Street.

Saturday 11 December 1875

Rothesay Brass Band Amateur First-class Brass Band (composed of Young Men
connected with the town) having, general desire, been organised, to be known as the
ifRot hesay BrCommitedBrasnbeen éormad for the purpose of completing
the necessary arrangementsand, having already met with most liberal support from



some influential Gentlemen who take an interest in Rothesay, they beg leave to make
general appeal their fellow townsmen favour of this object.

The Instruments are intended to be the property the Burgh, and under the control of
the Provost and Magistrates. Steps will be taken to secure an Efficient Bandmaster
for the purpose of training the Band, and every arrangement made which will tend to
make it one of the finest in Scotland, and an honour to the town of Rothesay.

There are Brass Instruments, as undernoted (costing £125 16s), which, with three
Drums and Cymbals, will bring the number Players up 26: 2 Soprano Cornets, 5
Ordinary Cornets, 2 Flugel Homs, 4 Tenor Horns, 2 Baritones, 2 Euphoniums, 2
Bombardons, 1 Monster Bombardon, 2 Trombones, 3 Drums, 1 Pair Cymbals.

Subscriptions of any amount gladly received by the Committee, the Agent of the City
of Glasgow Bank, Rdhesay, or Mr John McAlpine, Secretary and Treasurer, 43
Montague Street. The following have been received:

A. B. Stewart, Ascog Hall £50 0s John Kirsup, Glasgow £11s
Thomas Russell, Glasgow £25 0Os Bailie Montgomerie, Rothesay £1 1s
Chas. Dalrymple, M.P., Ardencraig £5 5s Henry Stuart, Montford £11s
John Duncan, Woodend £5 Os Robert Tavlor, Rothesay £1 0s
Provost Orkney, Rothesay £3 3s M J. Bolden, Fullarton, Kilmichael ~ £0 10s
The Earl of Glasgow £30s Lachlan Milloy, Rothesay £0 10s
John T. Wilson, Rothesay £2 Os John Johnstone, Rothesay £0 10s

RothesyWet Bay

Saturday 1 January 1876

Anniversary of St John. On Monday evening the brethren

celebrated the anniversary of their Patron Saint. They met in the lodge and installed
the recently elected office-bearers, and then paraded the principal streets of the town
by torchlight, headed by the first public appearance the Rothesay Brass Band which
made an exceedingly creditable debut.



Tuesday 9 May 1876
The band performed at t he Bute Farmersoé Soc
Public Park.

Saturday 13 May 1876
Rothesay Brass Band Secretary and Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
undernoted subscriptions::

Councillor D. Duncan, Victoria Street £11s
William Herbert, Beechwood £1 1s
John C. Sharp, Montague Street 10s
Alexander Duncan, Ladeside Street 10s

Councillor W. Mackirdy, East Princes Street 10s
Lodge Rothesay St Jof2kds (No. 292)
Court Bute (5630), A.O.F. £3 3s
Bute Farmersd6 Societ£4s

Saturday 13 May 1876

The Bute and Rothesay Bands

Music being one of the chief attractions to
we are glad to learn that arrangements are being made to secure again the services,

from June, of Mr Buckle and his celebrated band of professionals for the coming

seasm. The Rothesay Brass Band, consisting of local amateurs is making gratifying

progress, and though they could not expected to play daily varied programmes, they

are a valuable acquisition to the town for occasional service during the whole year.

Monday 22 May 1876

The Bute Band of professional players, under the leadership of Robert Buckle, has

again been engaged for the season, and will arrive on the st or 2" of June. The
Rothesay Brass Band, of local players, is making satisfactory progress under Mr RS.
Farquharson (late 4h Dr agoons) , and wil |l play in the
Birthday.

Saturday 8 July 1876
The band accompanied thegrand pleasure trip to Millport and Largs, on the steamer
Marquis of Bute .
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The Marquis of Bute



Saturday 5 August 1876
The band accompanied thegrand pleasure trip to Millport and Largs, on the steamer
Marquis of Bute .

Saturday 19 August 1876

The floral exhibition of the Bute Horticultural Society takes place in the Aquarium on
Friday and Saturday first. The combination of the beauties of the floral world with
the sights of the Aquarium is a good idea, and thousands will, no doubt, go to witness
the novel and pleasing combination. The Rothesay Brass Band is to be in attendance.
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Friday 29 September 1876

H.R.H. Prince Leopold, the youngest son of Queen Victoria, arrived in Rothesay.
Following a day of celebrations, the Rothesay Brass Band played an attractive
programme of music in the pavilion on the Esplanade, in a very creditable manner,

and their perfor mances were thoroughly appreciated and complimented by the
throng of spectators.

Saturday 2 December 1876

Masonic Funeral. On Saturday the remains of John Summers, spirit-merchant, were
consigned to their last resting place in the High Churchyard. The brethren of
Rothesay StJohn's turned out in large numbers to pay their last tribute of respect to
the memory of their deceased brother. The cortege was headed by the Rothesay Brass
Band playing the dead march, and the Rev. Brother Canon Weldon read the beauiful
masonic ritual at the grave.

Thursday 14 December 1876

Rothesay Brass Band held a concert in aid of their funds, at the Victoria Hall, with
Miss Elizabeth Hunter (soprano), Mr Charles Stewart (tenor), Mr R.S. Farquharson
(solo clarionet), and a glee party composed of members of the band.A dozen pieces
were gone over exceptionally well. The band performed a valse in a way which
showed that they would make no mean appearance on the band stand of the



Esplanade. It is very creditable to the musical talent of Rothesay that a score of
young men are found perfectly able to play on the beautiful set of instruments which
the munificence of Mr A.B. Stewart, and others provided. The concert was (lightly)
disturbed by the gods.

Wednesday 9 May 1877

The band were engaged to play at thow, inBut e

the Public Park, Rothesay.

Thursday 22 August 1878

The band led a procession of the Bute Volunteers as they turned out to receive the
Caledonian Challenge Shield, won by Lieutenant Mclsaac. The Artillery Corps and
the 1st Bute Rifle Volunteers comprised the parade.

Wednesday 1 January 1879

The band occupied the bandstand in the forenoon and thereafter paraded the streets
of the town.

Saturday 26 April 1879

A concert given by the band in the Pavi
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March i S ¢ o {Bashuit), quadrile A Roy a |l (Riviere)spblka i The Bombar don

(Jones), anthem A GI or y (Sbaw)Gmadkchi My Gr andf at (Reund),s
valseii L a i & o IHo n g(Fischiery, euphonium solo i C a v a t(Belling, gquadrille
ALa Fill e de (@oaotklhanegaldpii dHaty ana nDe &dcy).

Monday 9 June 1879
The Town Council Band Committee agreed to renew their subscription to the
Rothesay BrassBand of £3 3s.

Saturday 21 August 1880
The 1.0.G.T. Grand Temperance Excursion to Arran took place, via the steamer
A A d e dceotnpanied by the Rothesay Brass Band.
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Saturday 4 December 1880
The band, conducted by E. McTavish, gave a concert in the Esplaade bandstand at 8

ob6cliavarkhin The Hi g fintradocchg iMy Love is Like a Red
AMaggi e Laidnarchofi T heet ¢St r(istradgoing &nglish airs), valse
ABeauti ful L o(mthoducing nicAnud od Ro b i (wariat&l), afyBl u e
Bonnet so, AThe Fl ower o006 Dunbl aneo, A Wha Wi
Luck Abo t he Hooseo, (ba8hl@,filYiee Bas k Mly abdr Br
ACal |l er

(introducing

ot

H ¢, polka i 8 0 j, schothischeiA Ear n s dharchéiBgnd Byeo
Sw

Spardalopii J u

eet By awidvhBgeever Wil)lantherMayi tCalme 0
st i,andfiGothe &ave the Queen. o

Saturday 11 December 1880

The band, conducted by E. McTavish, gave a concert in the Esplanade bandstand at 8

odock 1 March, including il n t he Gar bandfi @rdylGRuli 8 My N
waltzA Cy prgesefdHar k, Apol | o SmarchikResy alh eA golka nrecoe 0

i Rus,imazarkai Ros e Qualse@hvat er, marchinyThe Home Over Th
andiA GoSdave the Queen. o

Monday 13 December 1880

The Harbour Trust and Town Council met and voted £5 and £3 respectively towards
the funds of the Rothesay Brass Band following a letter received which stated that
the band had been practising since June last, andthat they had frequently played on
the Esplanade. They desired that a room in which to practice might be given them.

Friday 24 December 1880

The Rothesay Brass Band occupied the Band Stand for nearly an hour from 11.30

p.m., and played the following fine selection of Christmas carols, etc. The weather

was c¢clear and calm, thwagdt bHame,rd yilcoll @ : o M
gleei See ouranttemfi#ao | , Pr o mi LhrdtmaS €ardlsdiuvnh,i d e
Shepher ds andaitHahrok e Hérr al d Angvaldesin CBr ngbdmas
Gat herpolkegfdoChr i st ma s schotischm@s cChr i st mas finAde | ¢c o me «
AfGod Save the Queen. o




Saturday 25 December 1880
The Rothesay Brass Band occupied the Band Stand for an hour at midday playing
suitable selections.

Friday 31 December 1880

A large crowd gathered on the Esplanade shortly before midnight, and heard the

band perform the following selection of music, appropriate to the birth of the Year:

Songh Aul d L anphgmn$iyirheo Sweet Byamarod dB yHaiosahg e d 0,
AA Gui daNegeeinHa i | Smi | pokkaghi BMojrpradlle i Pr et t y Li tt
B e s svalsed Cy p rsohsttischei Ho me, Sweet Homeo.

Tuesday 15 February 1881
The Rothesay Good Templars took the steamer A d etb lan®llan, accompanied by
the Rothesay Brass Barl, to meet with other brethren from Bute and Cowal.

Saturday 14 May 1881
The band accompanied 60 members of the Rothesay and North Bute Foresters
Courts on a march round the shores and the town.

Saturday 18 June 1881

The band played on theEsplanade in an evening concert: marchiiBol d Robi n Hoo
valsei J as s amnthemd Hai | , Pr omi,gleadi Sav i uytpal@a r s 0

i Bi j, schoftische A Ear n s djackseep i Hi g h | aquddelle Gi Swe et Lit
Bl ue ,g3opB8Wel tenstrumer 0.

t !

Monday 20 June 1881

The band played on the Pavilion and on the drawbridge of the Old Castle, which was
illuminated for the occasion, as part of the celebrations on the news of the birth of a
son to the Marchioness of Bute.



Tuesday 25 July 1881
The band took part in the Bute Sunday Schools demonstration.

Wednesday 26 July 1881

The band accompanied the children from the islands of Bute and Qumbrae (some
2,000 in all) on their excursion, on three of the Wemyss Bay steamers,courtesy of
the Marquis of Bute, to Kilchattan Bay, where eatables, sweets, and amusements of
various kinds were provided in abundance.

Saturday 28 July 1881
The band performed at the friendly tennis match between the Bute and Paisley clubs.

Saturday 6 August 1881
The Rothesay Good Templars took the steamerii A d e dnaad excursion to Ayr,
accompanied by the Rothesay Brass Band.

Saturday 24 December 1881
The band gaw a good concert in the bandstand in the evening, conducted by E.
McTavish.

Saturday 31 December 1881

The bandds evening (9pm to 11pm)iAi€amberandn
quadrile ALi tt 1l e Blpalke N Eiyjeceaisé i J es s ammancle ®Br i ti sh
Ch amp i schottischeA Chr i st mas, gavetted b ene & imarchiidEc | | pse o
selection i Sc o,tpolkmdi Chr i st ma s ant@dmi fintkasi ol |, Promi,sed Sa
quadrille i Pr et t y vabefis\Vgai teeor, gdlopfi Wel t ens.t r umer 0

Saturday 11 March 1882
The band gave a concert in the bandstand in the evening, conducted by G.B. Laidlaw.

Saturday 18 March 1882
The bandds e
selection i Over th
valse iMor ni ng

AWel tens.tru

ven g concert it hh et hiea rbnaenrdosst a B
e Bor phika iWé IStt @ n, ajumdrieoil Pl ough Boyo
rvirch th W @ c o, bschiotésohe fi L a Sou,vgalog r e 0
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Saturday 25 March 1882

The bandbdés evening concertiBeoml d hRo hizalsealld d @ch a
i Paul scimotistchei Ear | vy , Quadilledi Roy al SmachfiMe B 8,i aho
valsei Wat er, ptlkafi 80 g gleei Ha i | S mi |, gabog i Mo u Inélet e 0

band treasurer, Mr G. Madden, made a request for subscriptions to help pay for the

hall rent and other necessary expenses.

Saturday 1 April 1882

The banddés evening concert fiwiltlhae evalderd sdteadn
ABl ananthendi Jer usal em my Gduadrile i Al b,idaken@®a nny
Del, march A Mar c h a, tschoflisckeeidF | e x gabdttefdL a Mu,rgaldpa 0

AOr ph®e aux Enferso

Saturday 8 April 1882

The bandds evening concert fiHhomehe Slwareds tHom
selection i Ki ng of t, eephoumi amd lyastd@ne solos, polka i Rus,t i ¢ 0O
anthem A Hai | , Pr omi gmacch B@armoruivase @ Har vest, Moonao
schottischeid Ma i d,galop@®Speedwel | 0

Saturday 15 April 1882

The bandds evening concemar ciho |t fisaenddlsaidat @n
Trovatpoorlekddyi mi ng vRAaé Mles @, Rwasrecdhhoiu Bonni e Wood
guadrRrlidtet yi Behct taddsocthigladia@b, o8 ken .

Saturday 29 April 1882
The bandbs evening c¢onarearrtcthe mio n $ter retairkal s d a n d
fRose Queamnofddtech Cal pdloRa math g aaeroclh-difd a o ,

~

val giel hage dVali @e n®oncert A.



Saturday 27 May 1882

The bandds evening conamearrtcthi imit ¢ i@ b Waavesil st an d
Moonmqgl WMe | fiandiaulaedd P&l eesicbot tkasrcimedmachk o,
iMar ch atqguBRasBlddwghMgBbgpsh in Time n.

Tuesday 30 May 1882
The band accompanied day trippers on the steamerfi Mar qui s toMillpdtut e o
playing selections of popular music in the village.

Monday 5 June 1882
The band led the procession of the Argyll and Bute Artillery Volunteers as they
paraded through the town for their annual inspection.

Saturday 10 June 1882

Thebandds evening concermarichhh éihki badvetsréda nd 0 we
iL'" Amour aupdl Léaa Rads, Belgll eHaRdipdlo Strikes the
Lyrena,r cRecheptvialn®gemmn on t han ®RReumleddgabop
fiOrphéeauxEnf er s 0.

Saturday 17 June 1882

The bandos evening concermar ckbly iPPreetbaynddd me
Wel l esl ey)Comegrl ded @ o(nf &Yi, olpBeainkna(sfis eaula, gavo
Bi j cdHaa r(i s) , Bgud derei IJbaw), dthottischdfE a r n s dTadsweld, (
vaIJsessﬁam].neR)ol:(inso]m)s,t g aVealfene 0 (

Wednesday 21 June 1882
The band led the procession of the Bute Rifle Volunteers as they paraded through the
town for their annual inspection.



Saturday 1 July 1882

The bandds evening concrmarncRiornfal h AdKealyhd ®£tOa r(d
val Siel WwW.aoHar r ikgi,| g3 miel ifonpgo fMoorrntoh )Riratesefl ect i o
Penzank.eoSUl |l i vamams gpdieka ddn) , Rataide iCd ¢ @ @
DAber t ), sclhat$aowswcbheayv e ) ,J(odalyo pBrifoBudiker s o (

Saturday 8 July 1882

The bandds evening concmar cHicrdi tpt\e Schaes)d st and
val slar viest Wot.noBi(r ch)RosmeazQuddaredTomqr eis s 0
(Met cal fe), GCslcohtoitEtdiasbahr(e ey , P | qouuagdhr CB @ogftey)i(

val GepmMws 0 Br oo kWe |l tgar otpMuifene r 0 (

Monday 10 July 1882
The Town Council voted £8 for the funds of the Rothesay Brass Band.

Thursday 10 August 1882
The Rothesay Good Templars took the steamer A d edn andexcursion to Inveraray,
accompanied by the Rothesay Brass Band.

Saturday 26 August 1882
The band was engaged to play at the Mountstuart Regatta and Sports.
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Mount Stuayvt, Rothesay.

Tuesday 23 January 1883
The band played theii De a d Mmathegiocession for the funeral of John Howard,
of the St Johndéds Masonic Lodge.

Saturday 3 March 1883
The band accompanied the procession for the funeral of Charles Simpson, of the St
J o h Massenic Lodge and the Court Bute of the A.O.F.



Saturday 4 August 1883
The band accompanied the evening cruise to Carrick Castle and Lochgoilhead on the
swift steamer Marquis of Bute .

Thursday 9 August 1883
The Rothesay Good Templars took the steamerfi Bmm e Danaam @xcursion to
Campbeltown, accompanied by the Rothesay Brass Band.

The Bonnie Doon

Saturday 11 August 1883
The band accompanied the evening cruise to Carrick Castle and Lochgoilhead on the
swift steamer Marquis of Bute .

Saturday 20 October 1883
The band accompanied the procession of Bute Artillery Volunteers for the funeral of
Gunner William M. Ferguson.

Saturday 23 August 1884
The band accompanied the evening cruise to the head of Loch Striven on the steamer
Marquis of Bute .

Saturday 27 September 1884
The band travelled to Paisley to take part in the large demonstration which resulted
from the Reform Crisis, leading the carters in their procession.

Saturday 4 October 1884

The bandds evening concmart cHicrdi tpt\e Schades)d st and
quadrile A Pr et t y Li (Mettalke), RlectianindB@ n 8¢c et | (Meatahlfe),

valse A Wi | d RCarbudt)y lancers i Dur h akeelip), polka i Ramsgat eo
(Marsden), gleefi Ha i | S mi | (BpoffprthMigalomJ ol | v BCondudioe r s 0

was James O. McNab.



Saturday 4 April 1885

The bandds eveni sppnadeomasnearch i founl d hGa (Bendy),n i a o
overture i Cl a nr ¢Derany),dadcersi Du r h @eelp), valseiLes Gr andeur s
| 6 0oc@aylepolka M Bouquet offartngry é5.Bk lsaidlaw, solo cornet),

quadrile i Bel | e NMettalfe),evalse i Co r d E€Smith)a quickstep i O Nanni e
wilt thou dJRenng). wi 6 me?o

Saturday 9 May 1885
The bandbdés evening concmarchi Dme t Ber(desnpd ran@a d e
overture A Cl anr o(@enhyll oquadrile iBonni e (Meany)n &election

AAmeri can and Chr i (Metoalfe)MialgesiitHraerlv e Ait (H&Ndb)p n 0
gleei Ha i | S mi | (SpoffprthMquickstep A" O Nanni e wilt thou g:
(Denny).

Tu esday 26 May 1885

A meeting of the band members was called, by the secretary Edward McNab, at the
Victoria Hall, for them to bring their instruments and music. Those unable to attend
were required to send their instruments and music.

Saturday 15 August 1885

The band accompanied two cruises. The first,
Island of Cumbrae on the steamer Marquis of Bute . The second, at 7.30 pm, to the

head of Loch Striven on the steamerMarquis of Bute .

i

The Marquis of Bute
Saturday 22 August 1885

The band accompanied the cruise and excursion around the Island of Bute on the
steamer Marquis of Bute .

Tuesday 15 September 1885
On the visit of the great violinist, Paganini Redivivus, to Rothesay, the band escorted
him through the principal streets in the town.



Thursday 24 December 1885

The bandds evening concert at tmareh AiB a&winlyi o n
Dar | i(Mewton), selection i The Co nMetcafs),squadrile Al sl e of But
(W.V. Scholes), anthem i Hai | , Pr omi s(Raund),Swalée olua 0 Bel | e
Fantasq u e(®mith), carol A Ha r k , t he Her a(Mdndelssolgng hysnn Si ng o
i D e n n(Nasgel), schottische i E | s($nethy), polka i L 6 A u rllinteree)y galop

nJust Offo

Esplanade, Rothesay

Monday 15 February 1886
The Town Council voted £3 for the funds of the Rothesay Brass Band.

Monday 8 March 1886
The Harbour Committee voted £2 for the funds of the Rothesay Brass Band.

Saturday 26 June 1886
The band were engaged to play at the Rothesay Academy Athletic Sports, in the
Public Park.

Saturday 21 August 1886
The band accompanied the cruise and excursion around the Island of Bute on the
steamer Marquis of Bute .

Thursday 26 August 1886
The band performed at the Bute Highland Games, held in the Public Park.

Saturday 25 December 1886

The Rothesay Brass Band turned out in their new uniform, and although the weather
was cold and wet, they marched round the town and played a good selection of
music. The new dress, which was dark blue with yellow facings (Royal Horse Artillery



uniform), is an acquisition which was hoped would lead them to let the public have
little more benefit from their musical abilities.

Saturday 1 January 1887
The band paraded the town, starting about
appropriate music was discoursed.

Tuesday 16 August 1887
The Rothesay Good Templars took the steameri A d edn andexcursion to Inveraray,
accompanied by the Rothesay Brass Band.

Thursday 6 October 1887

At the Sheriff Court, bef ore SherRothésayOr r ,
Brass Bandbo. One section of the brass band
the possession of the other section. It was alleged that two of the band members

called at the houses of other members and praured their instruments, which were

band property, and now declined to hand them up. For the defence it was argued that

the instruments in their possession were band property, and they (the defenders)

were the band. The band minutes were produced showing that on the 5h ult., those

who had the instruments were suspended; while the defenders held that although
pursuers retained the minute book, and in all probability did suspend them, they

having a majority of the members on their side, were justified in retaining their
instruments. The Sheriff stated that could not make head nor tail of the case as it was
presented to him, and Mr G. Thomson, who acted for the pursuers, withdrew the

case in order to bring it up again in another form.

V



Friday 14 October 1887

The band performed a concert on the bandstand: grand march i R o ma (Geage B.

Laidlaw), valse i Mi k a(Buralossi), fantasia i Ar gy | | o fwitht sbles fot s | e s 0
principal instruments (Denny), mazurka A Ev e ni n g(GeS8rgeaB. d_aidlaw),

trombone solo A Deat h o f soldike J. VioNald (Braham), overture A Kni g h't

T e mp | véith forn and cornet solos 7 soloists Messrs McFarlane and McTaggart

(H. Round), lancers i D o r o (Bucralodsi), galopii Po st (Koerigh 0

Saturday 15 October 1887

fThere is a dispute present betweentwo parties as to which has the right to called the
Rothesay Brass Band. With the merits of that dispute we have nothing to do, but can
testify that a very efficient amateur band, led by Mr George B. Laidlaw occupied the
bandstand for a couple of hours last night and played an attractive programme,
including one or two solos. The favourite trombone solo, "The Death of Nelson" was
admirably given by Mr John MacNab. We believe it is the intention of Mr Laidlaw's
band to appear once a fortnight in public, and certainly that is the best means that
could be adopted for convincing the public of their title to support. 0

Saturday 29 October 1887

TheRot hesay Brass Band, announced aeveniigGeor ge
concert on the Esplanade: march iFor gi ve an Newtn,rvgleetidSi byl 0
(Mitchell), gleei Wi | | i e br ewod d, (Denny, gavdite o @1 anre(Eedbsin O

grand descriptive fantasia i St or mi ng of (RGundpmakadiiSaacy Nel | 0
(Dufresne), quadrille i Mi k a(Buoafossi), schottischefi Hi g h | a(Newtm).s 0



5 November 1887

AThe foll owing subscriptions have been recei
Brass Band (G.B. Laidlaw, bandmaster). This band played an interesting programme

last Saturday afternoon in a very creditable manner, and such performances on

bright winter days have a cheering effect on residents and visitors, besides giving a

grand impression of the town too those passing in the Grenadier and other steamers:

H.G.F. Newell £1 1s Robert McGee 5s Mrs Walker 2s 6d
Andrew Hunter £1 1s James Heaton 5s D. Munro 2s 6d
John McAlpine 10s J.M. Kippen 5s R. Taylor 2s 6d
A Friend 6s J.C. Sinclair 5s A. Brown & Son 2s 6d
James Cumingham 5s D.M. Taylor 5s R.M. 2s 6d
Thomas Aitchison 5s Mrs Dickie 5s J.C. Stewart 2s 6d
Daniel McLachlan 5s Daniel Lamont 3s 6d D. McGilp 2s 6d
D.l. Morris 5s John Paterson 3s A. Miller 2s 6d
F.H. Squair 5s James Hunter 3s M. Service 2s 6d
David Lawson 5s John Lamont 2s 6d C. Duncan 2s
James Smith 5s James Reid 2s 6d P. Guthrie 2s
W.W. Rathie 5s D.W. McQueen 2s 6d S. Mitchell 2s
David Robertson 5s Mrs J. Wilson 2s 6d Sums under 2s 4s

Tuesday 15 November 1887

The Rothesay Brass Band gave arevening concert in the Bandstand: march fiThe

St or my [PSeholesg Ivalsei Bl ume n a niKel\fg goweerdure A" Gems o f

| r el &Watllial), concert polka i T h e F u @iettabell eodnet solo, selection
AfBeauti es o (NewtBny antroduzimgdtide following melodies i [Bonnie

Dundee, Scots wha ha'e, Kenmures on an' awa' Willie,Ye Banks and an' Braes, Wha

wadna fecht for Charlie, Lord Gregory (Cornet Solo), Maggie Lauder, Duncan

Gray, Oh Mary dear departed shade (Euphonium Solo), Kinloch of Kinloch, John

Anderson my Jo John (Trombone Solo), Whit's a the Steer Kimmer, Charlie is the

Darling , Caller Herr in, Within a mile o6Edinburgh (Horn Solo), My love is but a

lassie yef], quadrile A Dor ot hy ( ¢ o mButalossip pnazurka) S Ul t anao
(Round), galopfi Pe | | (Litlell).1 o

AThe band had an admir abl eof their grogrammepfor t he p
although it was cold there was not a breath of wind, and the music was well heard
considerable distances round the bay. Mr Laidlaw, and those who answer to his

skilful call, went through their parts very commendably, and we are glad the public

are encouraging these programmes on suitable

Monday 12 December 1887

The band gave anevening concertin the Bandstand: marchiiT he Bl ack Br uns wi
(Jebb), valse A Ve ni t i(Wakdteefad), fantasia (cornet solo) i Con Amor eo
(Enschell), polka i Ro s e [Litld),0grand fantasia i The We d di(Rognd)Pay o
schottische i Th e Ha p p(RounB)aquadille i Ro b er t (Nscalaie) galop

APost (Koenigho

The i We d d i n gwadvaiged for the Grand National Brass Band Contest at

Knowsley [in 1880] and contains the following: A" Awakeni ng owith  Nat ur
recitative for principal cornet and solo for horns, i When t he Rosy Morn Aj
guartette and grand tutti with running basses, i The Ma n| yuetHa aalot 0

cornet and euphonium, iHast e t o t lkulti witNeeffedts, iiggdhe Weddi ng
Ch i meoto@nd cadenza for principal cornet,i An g e | aldiet fdr eupho@ium

and trombone with obligato for cornet, A The Fi ne Olind | E m@imboreh Ge

solo with comic accompaniment in fugue for basses, i Mendel ssohnos We



Ma r cdnaad tutti, A We d d i n g withaovel effects of counterpoint, n Oh Happy
Bl i s s f usblo fér adrnetpi Ha i | Love Divineo, Adiamch v en 6 s
finale with bass solo.

Thursday 15 December 1887
The band took part in a grand concert at the Public Halls, Rothesay, which included
vocal and dance acts.

Monday 12 June 1893

AThe Rot hesay poartofithed@vm@ouricit] dave acted wisely in again
engaging the local volunteer band [Rothesay Brass Band] to occupy the stand. In

former years the professional bands did not make the same effort, being inclined to

make a mere holiday of their engagement; but Mr Laidlaw has the local band well up,

and takes care to get hold of the very latest popular music. The band commences this
season on the Esplanade tonight, and Mr Laidlaw means to excel all previous
efforts. o

The future of the Rothesay Brass Band at this point is unknown, at present. Further
research will indicate whether it continues through to WW1 or fades before then.

As an aside one of the perils that faced visitors to Rothesay was that of thefpointing

porterso. The porters who stood on the quayside, awaiting the arrival of the ships,
would size up the disembarking passengers and having identified their @&lientd
(usually one with expensive clothing or luggage), they would point at them. The

recipient of the @ointéwould then accept the porter® offer of service by pointing
back, thus completing the engagement.

. . (> ™. 4T 0 r D LT | % 8 ]
Lhe Lourists First Impression of Rothesay The Pointing Porters




Royal Rothesay Silver Band

ROYAL ROTHESAY SILVER BAND.

This band appears in 1927, making its debut in concert on the Rothesay Esplanade in

1927, with conductor, James Morrison , chairman Neil McNicol, and secretary James

Lamont. It appears to have been active throug
survive WW2.

Sunday 31 July 1927

An ingenious dodge to raise money was revealed
at the Rothesay Police Court, when two Gasgow
men were charged with soliciting alms in the | g
street. The two men were George Withers, &=
bootblack, 259 Gallowgate, Glasgow, and John g
McGrowther, street singer, Auchentoshan
Terrace, Glasgow. When the Royal Rothesay
Silver Band was discoursing music to large at
Battery Place, a member of the band executive
noticed two men, whom he did not know,

collecting money from the audience, who were
evidently under the impression that the collection

was for the band. One of the men had a tin can,
and the other used his cap. Both men were fined
£1, or seven days' imprisonment.

—era? . - e



Friday 27 August 1927

The Rothesay Silver Band took part in the fancy dress paradethrough the town for
the annual lllumination. The town was crowded with visitors, while a large number
of steamers brought excursionists from Glasgow, Greenock, and many watering
places in the Firth. The town was brilliantly illuminated, the houses on the heights
being outlined with padella lights and devices shown on the field at Ardbeg,
Beechwood, and elsewhere. The shordine was also outlined with lights, about
20,000 padellas in all being used. A firework display, costing £100, was also given
from the shore in front of the Skeoch Woods, and coloured flares set off at intervals
gave dissolving views of the scene. The whole display was considered one of the most
successful yet given.

25 January 1936
The Rothesay Silver Band provided music during the Prodamation at Rothesay by
Sheriff-Substitute Ballingall for the new King, following the death of King George V.

22 May 1939
The band secretary advertised fortwo first cornet players to play with the band for
three months during the summer season.

oy
!

THE HOLIDAY CAPITAL OF THE CLYDE COAST



A d escription of Rothesay in August 1904

GLASGOW' S DOON THE WATTER. ARO'SAYO0O AND I TS

Rothesay, the "recuperative,” did you say? Why, the wear and tear upon one's nerves
in the Clydesdale Madeira is thousandfold keener than in busy, bustling Glasgow
itself. On these long, warm days, Rothesayis far from being a lounging, lazy, health
resort. From early morn to dewless evethe sounds of the many trippers' revelry assail
one's ears. Even in the semitwilight of the w ee sma' 'oors there are always a few
noisy roysterers who link one day's merry laughter and frolic with that of another -
feeling, perhaps, less cramped in their chosen time, for truly throughout the day
there is little surplus road room for the inebriated. Great as is the daytime in
Rothesay, evening brings climax to the frivolities of this un -Scottish resort. Any time
before the tea hour is the children's chosen period, when they may paddle and romp
and shout to their heart & sontent, what time their elders sit placidly by occasionally
knitting, more often reading th e "People's Friend." Up and down the silver Firth - oh,
yes, it's often silvery at Rothesay - beat the great Clyde paddle steamers, those
pioneers of tourist navigation. On their decks are seemingly endless crowds of
holidaymakers coming and going, day in, day out, seemingly always exactly tle same,
yet in reality always changing. Glasgow's daily output of fidoon the wattero voyagers
must be immense. Rothesay is their favourite haunt - bright, bustling Rothesay, as
different from aristocratic Toward as Paris is from Perth. Even on holiday the
Glaswegian doesn't like to feel lonely, hence his passion for Dunoon and the Madeira
of the Clyde.

Bandstand, Rothesay.

Ll N

The new bandstand,after 1911
Evening witnesses, as | remarked, the climax of the Rothesay day. The river boats
have discharged their human freight at the long pier, the living freight has toddled
home, washed up, enjoyed a geneous high tea - with Bute -grown strawberries as an

ATTR.



accompaniment - and is ready to sally out again for light entertainment and the
Pierrots. Smartest costumes are donned, whether male or female, anda gart made to
the Esplanade, pavilion, pier, or front - call it what you will. The great carnival of the
evening is a truly Parisian affair. All is life and animation. Softening effects of
eventide tend to tone down somewhat crude and vulgar millinery, the freckled faces,
and the frowsy flummery. Paterfamilias and his happy brood experience an
expending good nature as daylight fades, and the electric lamps suddeny flash out
their brilliant illumination. Rothesay Town Band , silk hatted, frock coated, and
eminently respectable in appearance takes possessionof the stand, the commanding
seats are eagerly secured, and the aiis laden with the smoke of cheap cigars and
cigarettes which, alas, are cheape still.

But the Band has no monopoly. Far from it. Hard by a wildly excited Salvationist
(inspired, mayhap, by the daily booming of his fiGeneral"), is gesticulating violently,
and preaching loudly to a constantly changing stream of passersby. Farther a
German Band caters for overflow from the town's select audience, and here and there
groups of independent entertainers are all doing their best to gather a little financial
hay while the sun of the summer tripp er shines.



