Women and Brass: the female brass bands of the 19 and
20t centuries

Gavin Holman 1 April 2018 (updated December 2020)

Brass bands have been a musical force
across the world over the last 200
years. Mainly concentrated in Europe,
North America and Australasia, they
were predominantly male, and the
members were largely working class

The female brass bandis a somewhat
rare beast, even today, though it did
enjoy a fngol den e
1800s and early 1900s in the USA.
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Introduction

In this paper are details of some 408 female brass bands- avery small number compared to
their male equivalents. For example, | have identified nearly 20,000 brass bands in the
British Isles since 1800, but only 25 UK female bands.

Of coursebrass bands in general did have women as players as well as men, but #se female
players were few and farbetween. The male dominance of the British brass band was not
really broached significantly by women until the 1950s. Women in USA brass bandswere
much more common i there appeared not to be the same level of discrimimation in America.

The earliest exclusively female bands to appear were those associated with family musical
groups in the 1850s and 1860s. Norfamilial female bands arrived in the 1870s, and they
were particularly popular and readily accepted in the USA.

Many bands were exclusively female but some had male musical directors and/or the
occasional male player. In most cases the quality of musicianship of the players was equal to
or surpassed that of their male counterparts and, despite their novelty, were clearly engaged
for their performan ce capabilities rather than the skirts they wore.

A number of bands were professional or semiprofessional, appearing on stage, touring with
vaudeville troupes, or engaging in concert tours around the country. The majority of the
bands were local to one bwn or county and provided the same entertainment services as
their male town band equivalents.

There are many mo dissovdr, patticubladydn the & SAd The distribution of
the USA bands below may be somw/hat strangei e.g. there are a largge number from Kansas
T but | suspect this is more to do with the newspaper research resources used than the fact
that other states are particularly deficient!

As noted above, the | adi es 0l ofthreansrs nuimaaousdnsale we r e
bands, and generally received admiring plaudits on their performance and deportment. The

few negative comments found tend to be largelyjoking rather than misogynistic, and general

rather than specific. For example:

The man who is organising a female brass band i n Cincinnati says it must be
a success, even if they donét | earn half as

A California town has a female brass band and, somehow, these players can
sit and blow, and blow, for hours a t a stretch, and not once get out of breath
as a male band would. [1875]

Visitor (in Ruralville): this is a very pleasant and home -like place, and | do

not understand why so many families have moved away from it in the past

few months,asyousay. i Native: You havendt hesadr dbroausrs you
band yet. [1897]
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Adamless Eden Ladies Brass Band

Active in 1883 to 1895. A professional band, part of the Adamless Eden comic opera
and touring company

Blushing Brass , Verwood, Dorset

[Current band] - Formed in 2016. An all-female brass band based around Verwood
Concert Brass' female members

Boobs and Brass , Northamptonshire

[Current band] - Founded in 2006. An all -female brass band arising out of a concert to
raise funds for the Breast Cancer Campmign. Consisted of players from around the
region, performing a number of charity concerts each year, raising over £210,000. The
band will disband after its final concert in October 2018

Cardiff Girls' Brass Band , Glamorgan

Formed in 1941



Church Nursing and Ambulance Brigade Ladies' Brass Band , London

Active in 1915. Formed to advertise the brigade and encourage recruits to join and help
support the military hospitals

Cora Corson's Instrumentalists
Active in 1918. A professional touring brass band of American ladies
Cosway Street Women's Brass Band , Marylebone, Middlesex

Active in 1914. This band was located at the Evening Institute for Women in Cosway
Street.
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Cullen Ladies' Brass Band , Banffshire
Active in 1920. Still active in 1939

Edgware Road Ambulance Association Ladies' Band , London
Formed in 1915, conductor John Reay

Empress Ladies Brass Band , London

Active in 1897. A professional touring band billed as "the greatest novelty of the
nineteenth century"

Fife Ladies' Brass Band , Cowdenbeat, Fife

[Current band] - Founded in 2016 by Aileen Russell and Carol Sandell to raise money
for cancer charities, with members from brass bands across Scotland



Horsforth Ladies' Brass Band , Yorkshire (West Riding)

Active in the 1870s or 1880s

Monume nt Church Ladies' Brass Band , London (City)

Founded in 1918. Still active in 1928. The church also housed a cinema at that time to
attract worshipers

Norwich High School for Girls' Brass Band , Norfolk
Active in 2014

Nottingham Ladies' Brass Band , Notti nghamshire
Made its first public appearance in September 1920, at the unveiling of a memorial to
those 41 men killed in the Great War who resided in Garfield Road, Nottingham.
Conductor J.T. Thompson. Still active in 1921

Nottingham Y.W.C.A. Girls' Brass Band , Nottinghamshire

Active in 1922



Pink Bra'ss , Somerset

[Current band] - Formed in 2016. An all-female brass band

Queenswood College Girls' Brass Band , Hatfield , Hertfordshire

Active in 1932, with 45 players

Ramsdale and Long's Ladies' Brass Ban d
A professional brass band, conducted by Annie Birch, which was formed to accompany
the "up to date burlesque" Joan of Arc, as it toured the country in 1900 and 1901.
Founded by Edwin Ramsdale

St Helier Girls School Brass Band , Isle of Jersey

Active in the 1970s



Staining Ladies' Band , Lancashire

Active in 1915- possibly set up while the menfolk were at war?

Trinity Girls Brass Band , Garswood, Lancashire

[Current band] - Founded in 1959 - Former names: Girls Guildry Band, Trinity Girls
Silver Band




Women's Land Army Brass Band , London

Active in 1917 and 1918 it was used to publicise and attract people to the Land Army
Enquiry Bureau at 135 Victoria Street.

The \\:nnn-n\ Land Army now has a brasd band of its own.
Here it is playing for recruiting purposes outside the
Land Army depot in Victoria-street. London.
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Women's Quarry Mun itions Workers Band , Buxton, Derbyshire

Active around 1915

Wonderbrass , Cornwall

[Current band] - Founded in 2011- An all-female brass band based in mid Cornwall
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Abilene Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas

Founded on 29th June 1885, with instruments provided by J.H . Brady. Initial

members were: Mrs Charles Crane (1st cornet), Miss Ella Hamaker (2nd cornet), Miss
Cora Strother (1st alto), Miss Lillian Armitage (2nd alto), Miss Grace Johnson (2nd

alto), Mrs George Seward (1st tenor), Miss Helen Francis (2nd tenor), Miss Homie
Strother (baritone), and Miss Rose Howland (tuba).

Akron Ladies Band , Ohio
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Albany Young Ladies' Brass Band , Oregon

Active in 1879,1880, with 12 members
Albion Lady Cornet Band , Wisconsin

Active in 1891 with 18 players. Still active in 1892
Alcryon Ladies' Brass Band , Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Active in 1916, conductor Estelle M. Puhl (who was a reputed baritone horn soloist).
Associated with the Pittsburgh Lyceum Glee Club mamaged by J. Nich Puhl

Aledo Ladies' Cornet Band , lllinois

In 1882, a man named Prof. E.D. Wood moved to Aledo, Illinois in 1882 and opened a
music store, followed by a Conservatory of Music ($4 per week with board and use of
instruments), where he trained an all-female brass ensemble. The band performed
regularly around Aledo and surrounding area, and toured to Burlington, Fort Madison,
and Keokuk, lowa. Wood composed an original piece called "The Ladies Cornet Band
March". The band folded when Wood died in 1885
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Allendale Ladies' Cornet Band , Missouri

Allen town Lad ies' Band , Pennsylvania

Founded in 1915 director Joseph Smith

JOS. SMITH, DIRECTOR.
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Altona Ladies’ Cornet Band , lllinois

Founded on August 20, 1884, leader John Ekstadt The members were Addie Shade,
Ella Durand, Lydia Tapper, Etta Collinson, Nellie Edwards, Maude Templeto n, Mettie
Hopkins and Maude Bane

Anadarko Ladies' Cornet Band , Oklahoma
Founded in August 1902

Andrews Ladies' Brass Band , Andrews, Indiana
Founded in 1881 with 15 members. Disbanced in 1886 after weddings and removals
reduced the numbers to six. Lulu Cole, Anna Bell and Miss Morris were members in
1884. New uniforms were ordered in August 1884 from the Coleman sisters of
Huntington, consistin g of full skirts, tight waists, trimmed with gilt braid, brass
buttons and cap to match.

Angola Ladies' Cornet  Band , Indiana

Active in 1878 and 1902
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Annandale Girls' Cornet Band , Minnesota

Founded on 1st May 1906, consisting of 13 girls and 3oys, conductor M.P. Satterlee,
editor of the Annandale Advocate

Antioch Ladies' Cornet Band , Indiana
Active in 1882

Argonia Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas
Founded in autumn 1896. The initial members were: Eva Baughman (cornet), Dollie
Harlen (cornet), Nellie Marshall (alto), Alda Kirk (alto), Orp ha Newbold (tenor), Lizzie
Hadler (tenor), Maude Bates (tuba), Flora Hadler ( baritone), Ethel Harper (Bb bass),
Utle Kirk (bass drum)

Arkansas City Ladies' Brass Band (1) , Kansas
Founded in spring 1905

Arkansas City Ladies' Brass Band (2) , Kansas
Founded in August 1913 by Mrs T.G. Cozine. Still active in 1920

Arlington Ladies' Brass Band , Oregon

Founded in 1887
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Ashland Ladies' Cornet Band , Kansas

Founded in September 1912, president Emma Wallingford, secretary Mrs Meyers
Ashland Ladies' Cornet Band , Oregon

Founded around 1898 with seven young ladies

Athena Brass Band , Mont gomery Village, Maryland

[Current band] - Formed in 2003, by Laura Lineberger, to to perform at the
International Women's Brass Conference. An all-female brass band
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Athens Ladies Band , Maine




Athens Ladies Band , Ohio

Atlantic City Ladies Band , New Jersey

Active in 1916
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LADIES’ BAND AT ATLANTIC CITY.
MISS BERTHA MEYER, DIRECTRESS

Atwood Female Cornet Band , Kansas
Active in 1889 to 1891

Auburn Ladies' Cornet Band , Indiana
Active in 1920

Audubon Ladies' Cornet Band , lowa
Active in 1888

Baltimore Ladies' Brass Band , Maryland
Founded on 14 March 1902 by Elizabeth Davis, ofSouth Baltimore. Initially consi sted
of 12 colored women, meeting every Tuesday evening. They were tutred by Alfred
Williams and C.L. Harris

Bancroft Ladies' Cornet Band , Michigan

Active in 1890, leader Henry Williams
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Barberton Ladies' Band , Ohio

Founded in 1914, conductor Harry Houser. They played free concerts at Lake Anna and
represented their city on trips out of town. In 1917 they marched seven miles through
Columbus in the inaugural parade for Governor James M. Cox. During World War |,
the Barberton Ladies' Band met each incoming train that carried soldiers from all the
surrounding towns. In 1922, many of the members of the band were from other
communities, so the Ladies' Band moved to Akron, Ohio. At that time it was fully
incorporated under the name Famous Ladies' Band. It was disbanded in 1930

BARBERTON LADIES BAND
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Barrington Ladies' Cornet Band , lllinois
Active in 1904

Bates Girl Band, Villisca, Pennsylvania

Active in the 1890s

Baxter Springs Ladies' Bra ~ ss Band , Kansas
Active in 1891, giving aconcert to buy new instruments
Beach Ladies' Brass Band , North Dakota

Active in 1915
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19



Beaver Sprin gs Girls' Cornet Band , Pennsylvania
Active in 1922
Belgrade Girls' Brass B and , Montana
Founded in autumn 1914, conductor Olive Selin
Belle Plaine Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas
Founded in spring 1895, conductor J. Byron Cain,
Benezette Ladies' Cornet  Band , Pennsylvania

Founded in 1896. After the previous men's cornet
their instruments and set up their own band

band failed, the ladiesappropriated

Berger Family Female Brass Band , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Active in the 1860s and 1870s. Consistedof a troupe of children from 8 to 13 years old

(in 1865)

Bertha Meyer's Women's Brass Band , Rochester,
Active in 1916, with 15 players

Big B Band , Topeka, Kansas

Active in 1910
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Binager Ladies' Cornet Band , Indianapolis , Indiana
Founded in July 1879, conductor George T. Binager. Initial members were: Maggy
Surber, Libby Kershner, Maggie Frick, Lizzie Smith, Minny Gage, Laura Black,
Florence Sellers, Ella Bills, Kitty Horton, May Morrison, Fanny Wands and Ida Scott.
Blue Springs Ladies' Br  ass Band , Nebraska

Active in 1894, with 13 members, uniforms of short skirts, white waists and blue visor
caps with white bands

Boston Ladies' Brass Band , Massachusetts

Founded in 1890, conductor D.W. Howard. Still a ctive in 1901

Boulder Ladies' Cor net Band , Montana
Active in 1893
Boulon's California Ladies' Brass Band , California

Active in 1883 to 1887. A professional touring band, conducted by Professor Paul
Boulon. Consisted of seven members, including Boulon'swife, daughter and two sisters

Bradford Ladies' Cornet Band , New York

Active in 1909
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Brainerd Ladies' Band , Minnesota

Active in 1930

Brecksville Ladies' Cornet Band , Ohio
Active in 1915
Brighton Girls Ba  nd, lllinois
Founded in 1879, conductor Professor J.B. House, of Albn, secretary Miss Ada V.

Scarritt. First public concert on 21st January 1881. It disbanded in May 1881 following
the removal of two of its leading members.




Brooklyn Ladies' Band  , Baltimore, Maryland

Founded in June 1914, with 26 players, conductor John P. Helmer. Minnie Schatz
played cornet in the band. Still active in 1915

Buck Tayl or 6s Famo usWidwe Grgve, Pénnsiveamad |,

Associated with the Willow Grove Park
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Buf falo Center Ladies' Cornet Band , lowa

Active around 1900

Burden Ladi es' Cornet Band , Kansas

Active in 1913, with 16 players, instructor Professor Gordon
Burlington Girls' Cornet Band , Indiana

Founded in spring 1906, conductor Mrs J.B. Schultz
Burrton Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas

Founded in early 1891



Butler Ladies 'Brass Band , Indiana

Butler Ladies' Band, Butler, Indiana
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California Ladies' Band , Los Gatos California

Founded by Frederick Brohaska in November 1899. Initial members were: Flora

Macabee, Mary Macabee, Delia Brohaska, Tlie Brohaska (trombone), Mrs Ora

Macabee (bass horn), Miss Rosaberg, Stella Folsom, Julia La Montayne, Rose La
Montayne, Miss Halliday, Miss Hoover, Stella Hoard (sol o cornet), and Miss Arno.
Active in the 1900s in a uniform of white with gold epaulette s. In 1901 they performed
for President McKinley when he visited San Jose. Tillie Brohaska played trombone.

Caney Female Cornet Band , Kansas

Active in 1900
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Canyon City Ladies' Band , Oregon

Active in 1897, Katherine Livingston played tenor horn




Caro Ladies' Brass Band , Michigan

Founded in spring 1882. However, a
newspaper report states there wasal ad i
cornet band in the town in July 1879, and it
was also active in 1881

Member of Caro Ladies' Cornet Band

Carson Little Girls' Brass Band , Carson City, Nevada

Active in 1876, 1877
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Cedar Vale Girls Band , Kansas

Founded in December 1896. Still active in 1907. Original members were Cora Curtis,
Myrtle Bishop, Olive Lynch, Daisy Cleveland, Bunnie Cleveland, Nellie Study, Pearl
Study, Nellie Brown, Fred Bowhan, Mabel Crocker, Carrie Crocker and Annie Adam.

Chadr on L adies' Cornet Band , Nebraska
Active in 1890
Chagrin Falls Ladies' Brass Band , Ohio

Active in 1896
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Chanute Ladies' Cornet Band , Kansas

Founded in 1884. Still active in 1893

Charlevoix Ladies' Brass Band , Michigan

Active in 1883
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Checotah Ladies Concert Band , Oklahoma

Al so known as Pollyds Musical Mai ds

Cherry Tree Girls' Cornet Band , Pennsylvania

Active in 1924
Chetopa Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas

Founded in early 1887 after an earlier attempt with a boys' band failed
Chuckery La dies' Cornet Band , Ohio

Active in 1885. Still active in 1886. Two members were Miss Randy Kent and Miss
Carson McCloud
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Clarkson Bohemian Ladies' Brass Band , Nebraska

Active in the early 1900s. Players were: Emma Storek Hughs, Bessie Odvarka, Spika
Dech, Emma Tomes, Rose Severa O'Brien, Emma Vitek Novotny, Vlasta Kastanek
Travnicek, Bessie Polansky Spangler, Ida Dusatko Turek, Anna Bos Kareland, Anna
Jirovec Jubik. Leader was C. Vyskocil

Clearwater Cornet Ban d, Nebraska

Active in the 19103
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Clymer Ladies' Brass Ban  d, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Active in 1886 to 1888. A professional band consisting of ten members of the Clymer
family, including sisters Lizzie, Bella, Laura, Edna, Ferdie, Lulie, Hattie and father
"Jake" Ferdie D. Clymer. Also billed as the Clymer Concert and Comedy Company
Coffeyville High School Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas
Founded around 1909 by Miss Early

Colonial Ladies Band , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Columbia Christian College Girls' Cornet Band , Missouri
Active in 1913
Columbia Girls' Bra  ss Band , Alabama
Founded in 1895, conductor Arthur Davis. Still active in 1896
Colwich Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas

Active in 1895
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Coopersville Ladies Band , Michigan

Active in 1891
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Copley Ladies' Cornet Band , Ohio
Active in 1891. Still active in 1892. Members included Ina Arnold (leader and
president), Edith Swigart (vice-president), Mabel Coon (secretary), Fern Weeks
(treasurer)

Coppock Ladies'Band , lowa

Corvallis Ladies' Cornet Band , Oregon

Active in 1895. They obtained second prize in a bam contest at Albany in July 1895
34



Cottage Grove Ladies' Brass Band , Oregon
Active in 1906
Council Grove Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas
Founded in summer 1906
Covington Girls' Cornet Band , Pennsylvania
Founded in January 1903. Snare drum played by Esther Williams. Still active in 1906
Dallas City Ladies' Cornet Band , lllinois
Active in 1882
Dan's Female Brass Band , Morrison , lllinois
Active in 1874

Davenport Baaddiowas 6

Davis Ladies' Cornet Band  , Douglass Kansas
Active in 1879, part of the Davis Family Troupe of entertainers. Still active in 1882 (on

their 10th annual tour - which assumes they were formed around 1872). It was based
in Douglass and toured giving concerts, led by John H. Davis
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Dayton Ladies' Cornet Band , Virginia

Active in 1909, with 20 players

Don't Fail to Come.
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"Will Play, Labor Day, September 6, 1909, at Staunton, Virginia, They Hope

to Meet YOV There,

Decatur Ladies' Cornet Band , lllinois
Active in 1867, 1868, conductor Major Smith. Toured to New Orleans in February 1868
Defiance Girls' Cornet Band , Ohio
Active in 1919
Delmar Girls ' Brass Band , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Active in 1901, conductor W.S. Rundler. Katie Ziers, child cornetist, played in the band.
Detroit Women's Cornet Band , Michigan
Active in 1904
Dodge City Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas
Founded in autumn 1892, with 28 members, president Mrs W.E. Hood, vice president
Miss Lulu Waters, secretry Lillie Gyles, treasurer Julia Young, directors Emma Bader,
Bertha Rath and Lulu Waters.

Donna Ladies' Brass Band , Vermont

Active in 1902, conductor Helen Louise Eaton
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Downer College Ladies' Cornet Band , Fox Lake, Wisconsin
Active in 1890
Downs Young Ladies 6Cornet Band , Kansas

Active in 1899. Still active in 1902. In 1901 there were 16 players, including Addie White
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Dunlap Ladi es'Brass Band , lowa
Active in 1894. Re-organised in May 1895
Durand Ladies' Brass Band , Illinois

Active around 1910. Members included Nora Shakey, Irene Johnston, Arvilla Best,
Ethel Feltz, Mae Stilwell, Nell Davis, Mrs. Wood, Pearl Bliss, Sue Waller, and Myrtle
McKinley

East Liverpool Bandr,Olod Cor net
Active in 1892, consisting of girls aged 8 to 16. Conductor was William A. Curfman, a
"fine musician and enthusiastic Rechabite". The band was associated with the local
International Order o f Rechahites temperance tent, and toured around the eastern
states promoting the temperance message Their uniform was blue trimmed with
white. Reports of their performances werevery good, praising t
though one did statefié [ i t Jikeabramenl|l i nvasi on of me n 0
pract.iceso

h e
S

7. y— T“

& .

- kl(%\‘\\\’."{
: t .?)\ \\\\\\.
g Lost
3 \.'.'o:.tx\sh
\\\\\“

38



Echo Park Playground Girls' Brass Band , Los Angeles California

Founded in 1908. Still active in 1909, consisting of 14 girls from 12 to 15 years old.
Members included Lizzie Baizer (aged 12,bass drum), Signe Anderson (trombone),
Marguerite Williams (cornet), Helen Byram (cornet), Jessie Peck (cornet), Emma
Gerlock (alto), Nellie Garland (alto), Mildred Allen (clarionet), Lois Elder (tuba), Nellie
Babe (key trombone), Nina Henry (cornet), Marg aret Clifford (baritone), Lottie
Traynor (slide trombone), Grace Teed (snare drum). There was also a boys' band which
occasionaly combined with the girls to form a larger ensemble

Girls' Brass Band of Echo Park Playground.

Left to right, sitting—Marguerite Willlams, Helen Byram, Jessio Peck, Em ma Gerlock, Nellle Gartland and Mildred Allen. Standin 1
ginning with the bass drum—Lizdfe Balger, Lols Elder, Nellle Babe, Nina Henry, Margaret Clifford, Lottie Traynor, Signe Andenu‘r; :3 (;r::h';"o::
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Edina Ladies Band , Missouri

Active in 1908

Edinburg Ladies' Cornet Band , Indi ana

Founded in January 1879. It competed in a band contest in Muncie in June 1879, taking
second prize
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Edmond Ladies' Band , Oklahoma

Active in the 1900s and 1910s. Neva Wilson played piccolo in the band 19021904

R T - - -
R e |5 O D : -
Shi ,

Eldora Women's Brass Ban d, lowa

Active in 1895. Competed in the 11th annual North-Western Band Carnival at Eagle
Grove in 1896

Elizabethtown Young Ladies' Cornet Band , Indiana

Active in 1890, 1891, with 14 players
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Ellensburg Girls Band , Washington

Active in 1913

Elli s Ladies' Corn et Band , Kansas
Active in 1891, with at least 10 players

Elmdale Ladies' CornetBand , Kansas
Founded in June 1903. Initial members were Clara Pangram (drum major), Mrs Davis
(solo cornet), Nellie Bishop (solo cornet), Lena Clemens (1st ornet), Hilda Wo od (2nd
cornet), Ida Jacobs (1st alto), Martha Hampton (2nd alto), Nora Wilt (3rd alto), Clemie
Davis (1st trombone), Maud Bishop (2nd trombone), Willie Schneider (baritone), Viola
Jeffrey (tuba), Alice Drummond (bass drum), Edna Reynolds (snhare drum). Still active
in 1904

Emporia Ladies' Brass Band , Kansas
Founded in autumn 1910

Emporia Ladies' Cornet Band , Kansas

Active in 1898. This band consisted solely of "colored" ladies. A successor band was
formed in 1910

Erie Ladies' Brass Ba nd (1), Kansas

Founded on 22 February 1887, with players between 16 and 18 years old. Conductor
G.R. Clouser. A successor band was formed in 1895
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Erie Ladies' Brass Band (2) , Kansas
Founded in autumn 1895. Still active in 1896 when its members were praised for their
gualifications beyond their musical abilities - being “"caterers, elocutionists, actors,
orators, declaimers and pugilists”

Escan aba Ladies' Band , (Michigan)

Active in the 19208

Euterpe Ladies' Cornet Band , Chicago, lllinois

Active in 1881. A professional band, part of the Euterpe ConcertCompany, who toured
in the USA and Canada. Members in 1881 included Lizzie Hawley (Eb cornet), Maud
Townsend (Bb cornet), Ada Mertz (Eb alto), Ella Kendall (third alto), Ida Franklin (2nd
Bb tenor), Bell Franklin (Eb tuba), Emma Jones (1st Bb cornet), Edit h West (solo alto),
Kittie Wright (2nd alto), Alta Wright (1st Bb tenor), Nellie Rogers (baritone), May Reed
(bass drum), Flora Sprague (tenor drum), Will W. Robertson (instructor and leader).
Their uniform was black polonaise with white silk epaulettes, w hite military braid
chevrons on the cuffs, handkerchief pocket on left breast, white silk cord and tassel
about the waist, black cashmere skirt, trimmed lightly down the front with white
military braid, black Derby hat with white pompom. Members in 1884 we re: Lizzie
Hawley (Eb cornet), Jessie Smith (Bb cornet), Mamie Wyckoff (1st Eb alto), Flora
Leach (2nd Eb alto), Matie Beeson (1st tenor trombone), Minnie Whitney (2nd Bb
tenor), Nellie Jennings (baritone), Nellie Piper (tuba), Flora Sprague (tenor drum),
Emma McKenzie (bass dum).
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Fair fax Ladies' Band , Minnesota

Active in 1910
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Fairland Ladies' Cornet Band , Indiana
Active in 1904
Fargo Ladies' Brass Band , North Dakota

Founded in autumn 1904
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Faux Girls' Band , Frankfort , Michigan

Active in 1917

Fenton Ladies' Bras s Band , Michigan

Active in 1885 to 1889, performing in Chicago and Toronto




First Christian Ladies' Brass Band , Eaton, Ohio

Founded in autumn 1914, conductor Professor J.W. Young, with 15 players
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Fitz's Girls Band , Bethel, Ohio

Flushing Ladies' Corne  t Band , Michigan
Active in 1885

Fond du Lac Ladies' Cornet Band , Wisconsin
Founded in 1891

Forest City Ladies' Cornet Band , lllinois

Active in 1883, with 17 players
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