Keep it in the Family 1 the family brass bands that
entertained audiences in the late 19t and early 20t
centuries

Gavin Holman i October 2017 (updated December 2020)

Family bands were not uncommon in
the later 1800s and early 1900s. Those i
in the USA are known particularly & y g BT
through their promotional cards. Such - ;
bands were active in other countries
also, but photographs and other
information about them is sparse.
Many combinations of instruments
were featured in these bands, although
more often than not, they tended to be
all (or mostly) brass, or all (or mostly)
string ensembles. The former groups ;
are the subject of this paper.

Large families of parents with their
children, and sometimes other
relatives, would usually form the basis
for these bands. The younger children
quite often being wused to play
percussion instruments. Some bands
were amateur in their activities and
remained resident in their local area.
Others adopted the professional mantle
and travelled the country giving
concerts, appearing at shows, circuses
and on the stage.

Trompeten-Quartett — Piston-Virtuos Oscar Schreyer
. .. it seinen Kindern Elisabeth, Althorn-Solistin,
Zwillinge: Rer.ata, BafBi-Solistin, K&dtchen, Piston-Solistin
Standige Adresse: NIEDERPOYRITZ b. Dresden

Although the various family bands had
different line -ups and instrumentation, they were quite popular as entertainment
troupes, sometimes singing, dancing and performing sketches in addition to their,
often, multi -instrum ental abilities.

The list below, of more than 160 bands, is by no means complete or exhaustivei many

bands were shortl i ved or di d not | e .aBy their matufefnwostt pr i nt
were limited in span to the few years between infancy and adulthoodi assuming they

maintained their success. Unusually for the time, though less so in the USA, the bands

had a fair representation of female performers 1 dictated by the family itself. Any

further information about these bands or others will be very welcome. In most cases

the bands were in the United States, thosein other countries are indicated.




Ah Foo Family Brass Band from Queensland Australia. Active in the 1880s and
1890s. In 1866, Jimmy Ah Foo was residing in Springsure, central Queensland, where
he ran a boarding house. That year he married English woman, Evelina Vessey, and
together they progressedto run hotels, market gardens and carrying businesses, on
the goldfields of Charters Towers, in Cooktown and on the Palme River, Springsure,
Barcaldine, Longreach and Rockhampton. Jimmy and Evelina had 13 children, who
were all highly musical. The children formed the Ah Foo Family brass and string
bands, providing the musical entertainment for their parents' hotels as well acting as
the first town band in Longreach. The children included Emily Dearlove, Frederick
Alexander, William, Oscar Alfred Thomas, Mary Ann, Annie Maria, Elizabeth Isabelle
Constance (‘Elsie’), Ada and Cedric Walter, some of whom later became involved in
running hotels, restaurants and picture theatres.
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Jimmy & Evelina Ah Foo

Ajax Family Brass Band T William Ajax was born in Llantrisant, Wales and
emigrated to Utah. With his wife Emma he raised nine children who formed the family

band. He ran a very suc@ssful mercantile store in Centre, Utah, knownasthefi Ei g ht h
Wonder of ttothe etont thatitbe town was named after him, eventually
becoming a ghost town after his death and the closure of the store. His family band
entertained the visitors to the town

Balliette Concert Family Band - Charles Henry Balliette and his wife Martha

Minerva Elizabeth Smith (née Watson) had eight children, four girls followed by four

boys. Inthe mid-1 89 06s Charles formed a family quint
daughters, which spent the next eight years performing in and around Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. The brass instrumentalist sisters who made up the band were: Hope

Amanda Balliett (Bb cornet, born 19 Jan 1879, Vesta Helen Balliette (Eb alto horn, b.

4 April 1883), Viola Balliette (Bb baritone horn, b. 24 March 1885), and Alfaretta T.

Balliette (Bb bass, b.5 October 1887). The family lived at South Bedford Street, Carlisle

in the 18906s, moving to Steelton, PA, on 1
from Wo rmleysburg in April 1899.

For more information about this family of instrum  entalists, see:
https://www.academia.edu/43740505/The_Balliette_Concert_Family Band -
_brass_minstrels_of Pennsylvania
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BALLIETTE corvrerre

In Grand Vocal and Instrumental
POPULAR % CONCERT

w» EVERY ONE AN ARTIST w

Hear This Gifted Famdy = o Repertowe of Munoanlly Marvilows Solos
Duets, Trioa, Quartets and Quinteties, Lascwted with Wosderid
SAl Upon Clarioets, Cornets Bariffacs. Alte snd Bass

ONE OF THE LEADING FEATURES IS THe

Imported - Austrian - Ocarina - Band

NLEVLR BEYORE HEARD IN AMERICA

A FEW FEATURES
TR R e
CHAS M BALLIETTE. ls Ploaslog Sobos oo Clacinet
MISS HOPE, Cornet wnd Sogranc
MISS VESTA. Alto and Racites
MISA VIOLA. Sols Baritone
MISS ALFARETTA. Profunds B







Barnard Family Band (Indianapolis, Indiana ) - Active around 1906. Consisted of
Mr. Elwood Barnard, his wife Ola (Gordon) Barnard, and their five children: Ethel,
Olive, Helen, Anna and Robert. They lived in Eden (Hancock County), Indiana, but the
parents nurtured the musical talents of the children with frequent lessons in
Indianapolis. Being musical themselves, a family band wasestablished, and they gave
their first performance at a ch urch in Eden on December 13, 1901. Two years later, the
family moved to Indianapolis and began performing regular as a musical act with tours
that crossed the country several times. The band broke up in 1915, however, as the
children grew up and married.

BARNARD FAMILY, Indianapolis, Ind.

v - 5 A
BEANAE LV oy

Barnes Musical Entertainers i Miami, Florida, were a family brass band who
played for many of the ground-breaking ceremoniesfor the huge hotels in Miami
Beach




Barr's Family Band - Active around 1915 in Waverley, Ohio. Consisted of father
Charles Barr, his wife Sarah, and children Frank (tenor horn), Marion (drums),
Charles (cornet) and Herschel (euphonium)

Beaty Family Cor net Band , Reliance, Virginia. Active in the 1910s. Consisted of:
Thelma Beaty (snare drums), Calvin Beaty(father, cornet), Walter Beaty (euphonium),
(Thomas) Russell Beaty (tuba), Lester Beaty (baritone horn), Henry Beaty (bass drum)
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Bell F amily Band wasactive in Strathroy, Ontario, Canada, in the 1870s

Bellinger Family Band - Active in the 1900s in Watertown, New York. In 1900 the
family consisted of Ezra D. Bellinger (38), his wife Augusta (nee Kelsey 37) and
children Floy Anne (12), Matie E. (10), Jennie (4 - d. 1903), Dorothy M. (6) and
Frederic (3). Frederic later went on to form his own band which toured regionally and

made some recordings Ezra also |l ed the Bellinger

Lad

Berger Family Cornet Band was one partof the Bergerf ami | yds musi cal o

which also included t hei r A o The kersantble eeivented itself regularly to
respond to public tastes of the moment. The Berger Family ensemble was made up of
Henry Berger, a German American church organist and organ builder based in York,
Pennsylvania, his wife Anna, and children Henry, Anna Theresa, Louisa, Fred,
Henrietta, and Bernhart.

They began performing together as early as 1862, along with their music teacher's son,
Ernest Thiele. Under the management of father Henry, they were contracted by the
MacFarland Dramatic Company in early 1863, and by mid-1863, following Henry
senior's death, were touring with the Carter Zouave Company, a vaudeville troupe that
most likely featured the Berger girls in their popular girl Zouave band. After that
contract ran out, and now managed by mother Anna, they began performing with the
Peak Family, a popular family of Swiss bell ringers, and eventually formed their own
bell-ringing ensemble. In July 1871, the Bergers adertised their wares asfthe only
complete troupe of Swiss bell-ringers who have ever appeared in this country,
parlour orchestra, and silver cornet band - the principal members of which are
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young ladies (including solo cornettist Anna Theresa Berger) 01 the novelty of
talented female brass players accounting foralargesar e of t he Berger so

In January 1870 the band performed on the Crescent City (Evansville), Indiana, band
wagon 1 a member of Crescent City Band remarked on the oddity of seing women
playing t hrough the streets, but also that fAany
They appeared at Haverley's Theater in Chicago, lllinois, in January 1877; and in the
Opera House, Rochester, New York in November 1878At an 1877 concert n Havana,
Cuba, Anna Theresa Burger was reportedly showered with money thrown on stage in
appreciation of her dazzling cornet solos. Later members of the troupe were Anna T.
Berger, Ida Thorpe, Emma Anderson, Etta Morgan, Gertrude Mather, Josie Maddock,
Alice Kellog, George Bowron, F.G. Berger, Henry G. Berger and Fleming AdamaThey
gave their farewell concert in May 1880 at the Academy of Music in Troy, New York.
Below are two pictures of Anna Berger.




Miss Annie Theresa Berger.

Bay Foaxc
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© | Berger Family and Sol Smith Russell ,‘%ﬂég
CONCERT TROUPE, ; g%
PRADLEY & RULOFSON, PHOTO. SAN FRANCISCO. CAL ﬂ g
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= TRIUMPHAL RETURN EAST |

ELEGTRIC and UNPARALLELED SUCCESS

IN SAN FRANCISCO AND TEROUGHOUT CAL!FORNIA AND OREGON |

HAMILTON HALL,

SATURDAY EV'NG, JUNE 2Ist
s AT POPULAR PRICES =g

Aﬁ‘éﬁé%‘n S0 is. “germ 75 ots,

~ THE OELEBRATED ORIGIV

nnT

SOL SINIX'TEZ

RUSSELL

‘With their Entire Company, comprising

15 Talented Arusts

In a NEW PROGRAMME, replete with the Most Atiractive Features!

LADY ORGHESTRA! LADIES SILVER GORNET BANII' |

VOCALISTS AND INSTFUMEN’I‘AL SOLOISTS!

Miss ANNA TERESA BERGER

rnet Soloist in Ami
Miss ETTA M GAN Saxophone Solo1sl:
Miss EMMA ANDERSON Flute,
Miss JOSIE MADDOCK, French Horn
Miss MARIE ROLLER, Violinist,
Miss BERTHA CAPERN, Cornet,
MISS JENNIE TITUS, Trombone,
Miss LOUISE KEMLO Contral'o Vocalist

Mr. SOL SMITH RUSSELL

‘The Most Marvelous Living Artist in Comedy !

Mr. FRED G. BERGER, Cornet and Viola,
Mr. HENRY G. BERGER, Flute and Tuba
Mr. BERT G. BERGER, Clarionet,
Mr. ALBERT ANDERSON, Violin,
Mr. C. J. SMITH, Duuble Bass, it il
Mr. WM. WARMINGTON, Snare Drum

" ELEGANT MUSIC, SPLENDID COSTUMES

8GE And Pnces Reasonable and within the reach of all. &3

Doors open at 7 commence at 8 Seats can be seoured in advance at Speucer s Boo): Store

Fraas, Valeatias & Co., Tasatrical Printers, 517 Quay street, San Fran sisco.
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Biehl Family Orc hestra - Anthony Biehl lived in Davenport, lowa, with his wife
Lulu and three daughters - Lucy (b. 1883, clarinet), Leona (b. 1885, horn) and Grace
(b. 1889, cornet). The other two girls in the photo are not known. Anthony owned a
mandolin factory in Daven port and was a popular performer and teacher of music.
Grace Biehl was promoted as a young cornet soloist. After WWI the Biehl family joined
the Dubinsky Brothers Stock Company, which ran several touring tent productions.
The whole family played music and acted in comediesand melodramas, mostly out of
Jefferson City, Missouri. The daughters married other performers and after their
father's death in 1929 they kept the production going as the Biehl Sisters Orchestra at

least until 1937 or even later
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Bezucha Brothers Family Band i based in Hillsboro, Wisconsin consisted of
Frank and five of his brothers and a sister, It was popular in the Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and Chicago areas in the 1920s. The siblings were (Charles) Frank (b. 1884),
Sophie (b. 1886), Joseph (b. 1888), Anna (b.1890), Washington (b.1891), Edward
(b.1893), Bessie (b.1899) and Leo (b.1901)

Bigelow Family Band - Active around 1914, in Bowling Green, Ohio, consisting of
father John Bigelow (b. 1860, bass drum), Georgia Bigelow Bryan (b. 1898,
euphonium), Edith (b. 1905,trombone), Jack (b. 1893, cornet), Harry (b. 1901,French
horn), Dell a Jocelyn (b. 1895, cornet), mother Etta Bigelow (b. 1874, tenor horn),
Josephine i J o €y @908, snare drum), John Jr. (b. 1903, euphonium), Pauline
Virgini a A Fsnare drump. Between 1893 and 1911 John and Etta had 8 children.
John would buy his children the finest instruments, but each child had to learn to play
them without lessons. Jack started cornet when he was 10 and he helpedis sisters,
Della and Georgia. Harry played an alto horn and John, Jr., the trombone - also an
organ later on. Edith played the trombone, piano and organ, and later played
professionally with Rita Rio and his orchestra. Josephine played the drums, Virginia
"Fritzi" joined the rest of the family at an early age singing, dancing, and playing the
drum, later learning the tuba, clarinet, saxophone and other instruments. John, the
father, played the bass drum and Etta, the mother, alto horn. They played band
concerts on the squae in Bowling Green and around the area. Jack formed the All-
Girl Band in 1921, including his five sisters and first wife, Elizabeth. They travelled the
states playing the Keith Orpheum Circuit and the RKO Circuit and for 25 years played
at the Wood County (Ohio) Fairgrou nds in conjunction with radio station WFOB. In
1927 for a publicity stunt, the band went high over Maumee Bay in a United Cigar Store
airplane piloted by the famous Col. Roscoe Turner. The next day's headlines in The
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Toledo News Bee were'Fritzi Teaches Birds to do Black Bottom." During 1929, with
the band, Fritzi was first featured in her specialty one-man band "Dinah" number. She
played sax, clarinet, trombone, trumpet, piano, drums, tuba and ended with a tap
dance. It was a real showsbpper

Botteron Family Band , Chamberlain, Indiana. The musicians were 11 of the 16
children of Frederick Louis Botteron and Mary Jane Stone, aged from 9 to 26 years old
in 1895. Some of the older brothers had been h the Chamberlain Cornet Band. When
it disbanded they bought the instruments and uniforms and taught their siblings to
play. The band performed at reunion picni c of the Lutheran Church in St. Joe, Indiana,
in August 1895, and the reunion of the 334 Indian a Battery (of which Frederick
Botteron was a member) in Huntington, Indiana in October 1896
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Bowers Family Brass Band was active in the Black Hills of South Dakota in the
1890s and 1900s. Members were father John Calvin Bower, his wife Keziah, and
children John Sidney (cornet), Nettie (tenor horn ), Louisa (Lulu) (euphonium), Rose
(trombone), Warren Mayo (cornet), Rhoda Alice (drums), and Quinnie (tuba). Rose
Bowers spent time working for the suffragettes in New York in 1915, and used her
bugling skills to aid their work. Rosehad studied at the New England Conservatory of
Music, and performed dozens of times a year at local events both on cornet and as a
whistler. She was the fiwvoman with the golden cornetd at state and national
conventions of ft fhrea gWo mmmvweas medu and nhe
Temperance Union. Her cornet would gather a crowd for a speaker or call the women
to the start of a parade. She attempted many times to join her local Rapid City Military
Band, but they denied her (and other women) membership i not until 1945 would that
decision be reversed

In 1870, Calvin and Keziah (called Kizzie) Bower set out from Lodi, Wisconsin headed
for Vermillion, Dakota Territory in a covered wagon with four small children, two boys
and two girls. The family lived in Vermillion for about fifte en years and added four
more girls to the family. The oldest girl, Alice, was nicknamed "Od". In 1885, the whole
family moved to the Black Hills in two groups. The Bower Family Band soon became
the leading musical organization of the central Black Hills. T hey played at all kinds of
entertainments, led Fourth of July parades through the streets of Keystone. Laura
Bower Van Nuys, the youngest of the Bower family, wrote a biography of the family,
"The Family Band, From t he Missouri to the Black Hills, 1881 - 1900", published in
1961 by University of Nebraska Press. Walt Disney Studios bought the rights to the
story and produced a movie in 1968 based on the book called,"The One and Only,
Genuine, Original Family Band" . The Original Band, with Jimmy Baldwin as t he
leader was cornets: Mayo Bower, Ned Bacon and Joe Hayes; baritone horn: Ed Hayes;
trombone: Nattie Bower; tenor horns: Patsy Hayes and A.C. McDonald; alto horns:
Laura Bower; Carrie Bower; Aubert Canfield and Will ie Graham; tuba: Quinnie Bower;
drums: John Hayes, CIliff Pike and Charles Canfield For further information see:
Maxwell van Nuys - Genuine Original Photographs of the Bower Family Band - South
Dakota History - Volume 32 (2), Summer 2001, pp.113145
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Bramusa Family Band i England. Active from 1904 to 1921, performing at various
venues around the country. An "all-British family of juvenile musicians”. The original

Bramusa Family Band consisted of the father, mother, four eldest daughters and two
sons - four cornets, horn, euphonium, tuba and percussion. They were billed as the
"Seven Bramusas" from 1906 with the seven oldest children as performers. They
performed their extravaganza "Music Afloat" in Sheffield in 1908. Clara, the drummer,

was ten yearsold in 1909. In the 1911 census the fenily were lodging at 23 and 25
Duncan Road, Southsea. The family consised of Samuel Frank Johnson (b. 1863}, his
wife Agnes Ann (b. 1863in Wales), and children Gertrude E sther (b. 1887), Theodore
Ystwith (b. 1889), Cariad (b. 1890 in Dorset), Elsie Deborah (b. 1892), Marnesuel
i Ne s ¢bi B®), Thomas Charles (b. 1897), Clara Agnes(b. 1898), and Douglas
Berkeley (b. 1900) and Annie Miriam "Mimi" (b. 1906). The youngest two children

were not part of the original "Seven". Samuel was born in Bucklebury, Berkshire and
Agness in Milford Haven. The children were born in various places in the UK (Blaina,

Aberystwyth, Wimborne, Kidderminster, Maindee, Abertillery, and Beenham) . Cariad

Johnsondés birth cserectrded usec acfe twhaes nt anrgegldfidGar i ad

and Wales (until the next one in Yorkshire in 1906).

=THE BRAMUSA FAMILY.
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I IENES

SEVEN

DAANLA

A BRITISH FAMILY OF MUSICIANS

Introducing a Brass Band Extravaganza,

MUSIC AFLOAT

Scene 1—Deck of S.8. “BRAMUSA.”
Musical Director - A. 8. MORRELL. Stage Manager - T, C. JORNSOX.

THE SEVEN BRAMUSAS

RELPNACH

THE SEVEN BRAMUSAS
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Brand Family Brass Band

, performedatAu st i n

& Stoneobds

Museum,

Massachusetts in March 1884, andthe New Dime Museum, 111117 Randolph Street,
Chicago, in October 1884. Thebandc onsi st ed

cornet soloisto

atimedi s ma | |

est bass

of Si X

plngegte r s i
d r uOtherattractioms int h e

nec
wor |

the museum included Madame June, the largest giantess in the world, General Shade
the miniature marvel, Professor Gilbert and his mechanical marvels, the Circassian
Queen Zanie Zenobia, and Whitfield, the monarch of facial artists

BRAN FAMILY




Bratley Family Brass Band T Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, England. Founded in

1945 by Charles Bratley of Willoughton, with his wif e and five sons. By 1950 they had
made over 78 appearances for charity and were all members of Gainsborough
Britannia Brass Band. The band in 1950 was: Charles Bratley (father, side drum), Ken,
24 (Eb bass & tenor trombone), Frank, 22 (euphonium, musical saw, trombone),

Bruce, 20 (cornet, piano accordion), David, 15 (tenor horn, Ronald, 14 (cornet), and

Mrs Bratley (conductor)
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Bridges Family Brass Band i Based in Trigg, Kentucky. The band was [Ivy] Lorene
(b. 1894, daughter of Ghent,flugel horn), Peyton (b. 1898, son of Ghent, cornet), Nellie
(b. 1892, daughter of Dale, cornet), unknown cousin (cornet), Ben Grigsby (drums),
and brothers [Mark] Dale (b. 1871, alto horn), Ghent (b. 1867, tuba), Jessie (b. 1887,
euphonium), and John (b. 1874, euphonium)

Brierley Family Brass Band i Hindley, Lancashire, England. Active in 1880,
leader Arthur Brierley, with six other members of his family including Maggie and
Joseph. Still active in 1881

Brown Family Band , from Freeburg, PA. Active in 1906. Leader Henry Brown, with
his wife on drums and cymbals and his nine daughters on various brass instruments.
In 1906 the eldest daughter was 28, the youngest, 11 all wearing a pretty white and
blue uniform.
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Br o wn 6 mily FOachestra , from Wilmington, D elaware. The family was father
Herbert (b. 1884, violin and french horn), mother Luella (b. 1886, piano and
saxophone), Ralph (b. 1910, bass), Vera (b. 1915, drums, traps, bells and xylophone),
Martin (b. 1916, cornet), Aber t APudo ( b. Drdch®,1919,aymbglshone) ,
and alto horn). The family travelled with its own tutor, a licensed school teacherwho
made sure that Whether in Maine or California the Brown juniors get the instruction
just the same as ifthey were in their school at home. Played at the Masonic Hall,
Newport, Delaware in April 1923, in Florida during winter 1926/7 and Revere Beach,
near Boston, in summer 1926. When crossing the continent, they stopped along the
route and played at theatres.They travelled in a well-equipped houseon wheelsi an
faut o pul whchmad&fald-aut platform that was used whenever they needed
a stage. The family eventually left Wilmington and relocated to Shreveport, Louisiana
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Bro wning Family Bras s Band appear ed at Mtaanrsidd fCengdl d 6 s 6
Wisconsin State Fair in August 1963. The band consisted of six sisters and two brothers

with their parents. In addition to the brass instruments the sisters played accordions,

marimbas and danced. In 1956 the children used their pocket money to buy a corn-

popping machine, the initial investment of Browning Kids Inc. Eugene Browning, his

wife Margaret, daughters Carol, Anne, Mary Margaret, Linda, Patricia, Barbara, sons

Eugene jnr., and Robert Allen. The family made hundreds of personal appearances

and also featured on radio and television.

Buckskin Bends Fami IBgn StalkeansagiedBia wifd Mary in the

mid-1880s and was inspired to start his Wild West show. Mary picked up a rifle for the

first time, and practiced until she became a crack shot. She also agreed to participate

in what would become their featured "Human Impalemen t Act", where she stood

stock-still against a wooden backboard while Ben threw knives around her profil e.

They raised five children (Alice, Jennie, George, Myrtle and Ella), and all became full-

fledged sharpshooters and musicians. Each show consisted of s to eight half-hour

acts and began with a musical performance by the exceptionally popular Buckskin Ben

Family Band in which every family member played an instr ument. The band consisted

of father Ben (trombone), mother Mary (euphonium), Alice (tuba), Jenn ie
(trombone), Charles Davis (Alicebs husband,
George (cornet)anrd No a h Wa d d e |-rider 6ideldck, @osnet}. It appelred for

14 weeks at Coney Island in 1905, and travelled for entire seasons with larger circaes

and carnivals throughout the East, Midwest, Canada, and Mexico. In July 1904, in

Penn Park, York, Pennsylvania, the Layton Carnival Company show opened. Oneof

the acts was Buckskin Benbds Wild West Show
westerners, all of whom were accomplished musicians and played in the family band

in addition to their more traditon Awi | d west o skil |l s-shwdtingbr onc o
throw ing knives and amusing acts with their dogs and ponies. By May 1907 the family

had added lassong and a monkey to the act and was giving performances at the
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Riverside Amusement Park in Indianapolis, Indiana. When not on tour, the Stalker
family and their show resided in Cambridge, Indiana. The show, renamed Buckskin
Ben's Wild West Dog and Pony Show continued in operation until 1929 when Ben
retired at the age of 86
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Burns Family Band i Chicora, Pennsylvania. Was active in the 1930s, six
members including cornet, trombone, euphonium a nd drums, dressed in kilts and
Scotsgarb
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Campbell Family Cornet Band , consisted of two gentlemen and three ladies,
performing at a picnic in Cherokee, Kansas in September 1884

Childs Family Brass Band and Juvenile Comedy Company , from Stanton,
Nebraska, was active in the late 1880s. It performed at the G.A.R. reunion at Norfolk,
Nebraska, in August 1888, and in the Masonic Hall, Worthington, Minnesota in
August 1892.The band in 1888 consisted of father F.J. Childs (cornet), Mrs F.J. Childs
(baritone horn), Murray (aged 9, bass tuba), Bessie (aged 6, alto horn), Jessie (aged 4,
alto horn), and Maud (aged 2, cymbals)

Clark Famil y Cornet Band was made up of the children and grandchildren of Mr
and Mrs Elhenan Clark (pioneers of Algona, lowa), the women lending a hand, or a
lip, wherever needed. The band performed at the 4" July celebrations in Livermore,
lowa in 1893.

Cleveland Versatile Tr oupe - Yorkshire (North Riding) , England. Active in 1910 to
1915. A professional group of eight young brass instrumentalists (who also sang and
danced) - with a family connection - led by Mr Hance Newell. Also known as the
Cleveland Brass Troye. In May 1913 Hance Newell sent a postcard to his frend
George Palmer (pianist at Olympia, Stacksteads, near Bacup) informing him of the
Troupe's progress, and noting that the following week they would be performing in
Mossend, Lanarkshire. One of their shows was tittedi The Col onel 0s
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Cole Fa mil y Band was active in Arkansas in 1919

Collins Family Cornet Band of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. There were eight
members of the family, playing nine instruments, Robbie Collins doing the double
act of tuba and bass drum

Corbett's Family Silver Band - Newcastle upon Tyne, England. Active in 1878 to
1899. A band formed and owned by Mr E.R. Corbett. John Thompson, bandmaster,
was associated with the band until his death in 1882. The band performed at the
celebrations in Newcastle in 1881 on the occasion ofthe centenary of the birth of
George Stephenson, the railwg locomotive pioneer

Corrick Family ~ Band - Albert and Sarah Corrick and their eight children , from
Christchurch New Zealand, joined the Australasian variety performance circuit in

1897.The children were Ruby, Leonard, Gertrude, Ethel, Jessie, Alice, Elsie, and Amy.

The Corrick Family Entertainers, later known as the Marvellous Corricks, promised

regional and metropolitan audiences wholesomef ami |y f are spiced wit
Vivacity, V a r i €heiytwo.-hour shows were a multimedia extravaganza of vocal and
instrumental pieces, bell ringing, dancing, comedy sketches, poetry recitals andi a

precursor to karaoke i singalongs using illustrated lantern slides. In 1901, the Corricks

introd uced a shat program of silent films projected by 14 -year-old Leonard i

6Bi ograph expertao, cl arinet Bheské ocinemiatic danc
extravaganzas wererepackaged and complete versions of the laest special effects,

comedy and actuality (non-fiction) fi Ims in black-and-white and dazzling colour.
Screened with Il i ve musi cal accompani ment p
Beauti ful Pictutbeof vanetyagtd spart of
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In 1911, on retuning from an overseas tour, Albert was angered by the inaeases in rail
fares, so he purchased four Ford motor cars. The salesman tried to dissuade him,
pointing out that there were few roads outside the cities suitable for the horseless
carriages, but Albert replied that in some countries the family had visited there were
not even tracks, and they had been conveyed in rickshaws, gharries, sampans, carts
and coachesi so poor roads and Ford cars were unlikely to worry them.

Ruby Corrick became a proficient cornet soloist, but also was a splendid diver and
mechanic for the familyés cars. On their fir
for a time, to cross the desert. On a tour to Mildura they endured being bogged down

in muddy tr acks several times, with the girls taking off their white stockings to help

free the cars. It was worth it, as when they reached a town, everyone came out to greet

them and stare at their convoy. They played across the country from Meekathara

(W.A.), to Winton (QIld.), Brewarrina (N.S.W.), to Hob art (Tas.).

See @01 https://www.nfsa.gov.au/latest/corrick -tour
http://temposenzatempo.blogspot.com/2016/02/music  -in-motion.html
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k, 1909

Ruby Corric

Ruby brrz’ck, 1907
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Crose Family Band - In 1894, solo cornetist George Crose left the Midwest for

Arizona Territor y with a family brass band, and billed Jessie (4), Ota (6), Howard (8)

and Clarence(l0)as @A The Youngest and Most Remar kabl ¢
their covered wagons they playel concerts at towns they passed through to pay their

way west from lowa to Stanton, Arizona. One of the stops along the way was
Albuquerque, where the Crose Family Band was well received with thunderous

applause. In Arizona they continued to perform togeth er at venues sut as Fort Verde.

-




| brose Family Brass Band and Orchestra
ROSTER - CROSE FAMILY:

PROF. GEO. CROSE, Solo Cornet and Vi
_+ Virtuoso. .-
MASTER JESSIE, 4 years, Tenor, Brass

i OTA, 6 years, B. Bass, Brass.
R R — o HOWARD, 8 vears, Solo Alto.
——— . ; 8% 3 o CLARENCE, 10 years, B. Corner.
7 ThéYoungest and Most Remarkable Band in
e Balstence. J—
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Cuthbert Family Cornet B and i Long Beach CA. Dr W.I. Cuthbert arrived in Long

Beach in 1887 with his two daughters Nina and Georgina. Georgina was weak with
illness and used a wheelchair until the better climate of California made her better.

The family band was founded in 1886, and consisted of eight uniformed members. It

played at religious gatherings and other events in the town, including the opening of

the Long Beach Alliance Assembly in July 1889. The band folded befoe the end of the
century.
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Davis Family Band 1 Seattle, Washington. Active in 1912, consisted of the first 6
children of James A. Davis and Christine Anderson - ie: Clara (tenor horn), Ruth
(tuba), Glory (euphonium), Frank (trombone), Russel (cor net), and Samuel (cornet)

THE DAVIS FAMILY SEATTLE, WASH,
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Davis Family Band i Pike, Missourii act i ve i n the early 19006s

Dellinger Family Brass Band , from Lowesyville, North Carolina, consisted of Alby

Dellinger and his six children, three boys and three girls. They performed at the

Lincoln Far mer sd6 Uni on €RinAugust 191a tThe bamdvreesnbeirs! |

pictured here are, from the left, Birdie Dellinger Beatty, Bessie Dellinger Cherry, Ellis

Del linger, Al ba AAl byo Dellinger, Laddi e Ni
Sifford and Charlie Dellinger. The young girl in f ront is thought to be Nettie Dellinger,

the boy is unknown.




The Dellinger family home also operated as the manse for the Unity, Machpelah and
Castanea churches, and Alba and his wife, Ada, had a large family stemmingrbm their
children,ascanbeseen i n thislow9306s photo be

Denman Family Band , Wyandotte, Michigan. In the 1880s, this featured their five
children: Charles, Belle, William, Bertha and John. Charles grew up to become an
accomplished cornetist and the leader of the Belleville Citizens Band. In November
1892 the band gave a concert at the Arbeiter Society hall in Wyandotte, when Charles
performed an excellent cornet solo
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